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viil PREFACE.

what we call races, the primitive data of savage fancy were
also differentiated. But the religious instinct preserved so
much of the old material that even Greek mythology retained
many points identical with savage legend.

A. LANG.




THE NEO-LATIN FAY.

EEHERE was in archaic Italy a race of immortal damsels,
—_— whom the old natives—the Prisci Latini at least—agreed

ERRATUM.

I.n page 3, line 20, for « They were neglected, or perhaps
avoided, by the free and easy society of the Hellenic Pantheon,”

read “ They were neglected by, or perhaps avoided, the free and
easy society,” &e.

* Donatus, the grammarian ana counuouwens \«- .
a note to the Eunuchus (Act 5, sc. 9, in Westerhovius’s edition of Terence, re-

printed in 1830, Leipzig, p. 233), says, ‘“ A fando fatuus dicitur. Inde Fauni
Fatui, et nymphae Fatuae dictaesunt . . . . Nam Fauni quoque Dii sunt ”
In the Frankfort edition by Lindenbrogius, 1623, p. 20, only the following
passage is given: “ Nam Fatui quoque Dii sunt, qui et Fauni dicuntur.” Macro-
bius says the Fatuae were called Faunae also (Sat. lib. i. c. 12). One of the
oldest Latin folk-stories made the first Fatua to be the sister and wife of King
Faunus, himself the first of the Fauns (Lactantius, de falsa religione, lib. i.)
See also post the quotation from Marcianus Capella.

1 The medial “t,” in accordance with a law of Celtic phonetics, being elided,
the word “fée ” has been formed.
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18 THE NEO-LATIN FAY.

All things considered, there is no reason why the folk-tale of ¢ Tir
na nog " should not be as old as the original story of the island of
loving, rejuvenating Calypso, or older still—a part of that light, in-
tellectual baggage which the Aryans carried with them out of India
into Europe.

HENRY CHARLES COOTE.

Kennedy, and is to be found in his Fireside Stories of Ireland. The public of
the three kingdoms is under an obligation to Mr. Kennedy for this and his
cognate book, the Legendary Fictions of the Irish Celts. Both were wanted,
and both are excellently well done. Goldsmith’s other allusion, viz., to ¢ Kaul
Dereg,” though somewhat mysterions to Englishmen, is well understood in
Ireland.








































































42 MALAGASY FOLK-LORE

that the dead person may be able to get fire should he chance to
-be cold.

“ When the corpse has been placed in the grave a man knocks at
the door of the tomb, or on the stone covering it, should there be no
door, and calls out, ¢ O thou, Such an one, whoever it is that has
bewitched you, let him not hide, let him not be concealed, but break
him upon the rock, that the children may see it, that the women may
see it ;’ and all there also join in the adjuration.”*

Among this same tribe, should any one happen to be seriously ill,
he is taken secretly out of the village and conveyed to some out-of-
the-way place, where no one is allowed to see him except those who
nurse him.} ,

It is said that among the southern Tanala the people are accus-
tomed, when any of their relatives are ill and become insensible, to
take and place them in a part of the forest where they throw their
dead ; and should the unfortunate creatures so cast away revive and
return to the village they stone them and kill them outright.

Among these same Tanala they call sudden death fdla-manta
(*“ broken-unripe ), and “ such deaths are ascribed to witchcraft. The
diviner is fetched, and he consults the oracle; and wrapping up some
grains of black sand, places them on the head of the corpse, saying,
‘He who is caught carrying his cloth’ (¢. e. his dress) within a month is
mine.’ They think that the black sand will make the person who
bewitched the deceased to go about naked ; and, therefore, should such
a one be caught at such practices during the month he is killed.”}

10.—~Witchcraft and Charms.

It will be inferred from the above, what indeed is the fact, that
those who practise witchcraft are accustomed to go about naked, but
this is, of course, done by night, and the ldmba or outer dress is car-
ried on the head. To dance on tombs is said to be another action
commonly done by mpamosavy or sorcerers.

* Antandnariwo Annual, No, iii. p. 65.

t Ibid. p. 63.
$ Ibid. No. ii. p. 98.
















POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CUCKOO.

“ Sumer is icamen in,
Lhude sing cuccu;
Groweth sed, and bloweth med,*
And springth the wdet nu,
Sing, cuccu !

“ Awe} bleteth after lomb,
Lhouth§ after calve cu,
Baulluc sterteth,|| buck verteth,q
Miirie, sing cuccu !

“ Cuccu, cuccu, well sings thu, cuccn,
Ne swike** thu naver nu,
Sing, cuccu, nu, sing, cuccu,
Sing, cuccu, sing, cuccu, nu.”

—Oldest English Song, about 1250 (RITSON’S version.)

“ Tempus adest veris, cucalus, modo rumpe soporem.”

Ascribed to BEDE.

muse in which these conclusions are embodied.

B POPULAR compend of the natural history of the cuckoo
might be drawn up from the various opinions afloat
regarding this darling bird, and the strains of the rural

William Howitt, in his genial Book of the Seasons, adduces a
rustic rhyme of the shire of Norfolk, which commemorates, in faithful

* Meadow. 1 Weed. 1 Ewe. § Loweth.
|| Leaps about, gambles; “ startles.” —Scottice.

9 Goeth to harbour in the vert or fern.—Sir J. Ilawkins.

** Cease.



48 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CUCKOO.

characters, the several epochs by which its summer pilgrimage in our
clime is distinguished,—

“In April, the cuckoo shows his bill
In May, he sings both night and day ;
In June, he altereth his tune ;

In July, he prepares tofly ;
Come August, go he must.”

The uneducated Suffolk man, in abhorrence of the sibilant s, gives
it thus,—
“In April, the cuckoo show his bill ;
In May, he sing both night and day ;
In June, he change his tune ; *
In July, away he fly :
But in August, away he must.”

The Hants song is a monologue,—

“In April, come I will ;
In May, I prepare to stay ;
In June, I change my tune ;
In July, I prepare to fly ;
In August, go I must.”

Thus runs the Devonian version,——

¢ In March, the guku beginth to sarch ;
In Aperal, he beginth to tell ;
In May, he beginth to lay ;
In June, he alterth ’is tune ;
In July, away a dith vly.”*

And other districts still further vary the lay. In Gloucester the say-
ing is to this purport,—
¢« The cuckoo comes in April,
Sings a song in May,

Then in June another tune,
And then he flies away.”

* In Bray’s Borders of the Tamar and Tavy there is a different version:—
“ In the month of April, he opens his bill ;
In the month of May, he singeth all day ;
In the month of June, he alters his tune ;
In the month of July, away he doth fly.”




POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CUCKOO. 49

This, in Wiltshire, is converted into,—

“ The cuckoo comes in April,
Stays the month of May,

Sings a song at Midsummer,
And then a goes away.”"*

Then there are other variations,—

One asks— “ Cuckoo, cuckoo !
What do you do ?
Answer— “In April, I open my bill;

In May, I sing night and day ;
In June, I change my tune ;
In July, away I fly ;

In August, go I must.”

¢ In April, come he will ;
In flowery May, he doth sing all day ;
In leafy June, he doth change his tune;
In bright July, he doth begin to fly ;
In August, go he must.”

In Sussex it is added, as if an afterthought,—

“ If he stay until September,
*Tis as much as the oldest man can remember.”+

With not less admirable reference to the calendar of nature, in
disclosing gems and odoriferous blossoms, the author of the Address
to the Cuckoo, saluting the ¢ blithe new-comer,” tells us,—

“ What time the daisy decks the green,
Thy certain voice we hear ;
Hast thou a star to gnide thy path,
And mark the rolling year ?

¢ What time the pea puts on the bloom,
Thou fliest the vocal vale ;
An annual guest in other lands,
Another spring to hail.”

* These rhymes are from the Gardeners’ Chronicle, 1850, and the Athe-

newm, 1846.
t Athenceum, ibid.
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50 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CUCKOO.

The first two lines, however, are a re-adaptation of Shakspeare’s,—

“ When daisies pied, and violets blue,
And lady-smocks all silver white,
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue,
Do paint the meadows with delight,
The cuckoo then on every tree
Sings cuckoo !’

In Northumberland also the working-man cherishes his traditionary
song of the seasons; he, too, adduces some incident in the mysterious
tale not generally observed or known :— '

¢ The cuckoo comes of mid March,
And cucks of mid Aperill ;

And gauns away of midsummer month,
‘When the corn begins to fill.”

Accordant with this is the version of the South of Scotland, part of
ancient Northumbria : —
“ The cuckoo comes in the middle of March,
And sings in the middle of April ;
And passes away at the Lammas-tide,

‘When the corn begins to fill.””
Peebles-shire.*

The cuckoo sometimes makes its appearance considerably prior to
the date when the leafing woods and the sunny vales re-echo its
¢ two-fold shout.”

A common English couplet says :—

¢ The first cock of hay'
Frights the cuckoo away.”

The Lanarkshire ploughman believes that ¢ the cookoo comes wi’ a
haw leaf, and gangs away wi' a bear (four-rowed barley) head.” 1t
is also said in the West of Scotland that the cuckooo flies away on the
first sight she obtains of barley in the ear.

The Rev. Gilbert White, of Selborne, in his calendar gives the
carliest and latest days of the cuckoo’s arrival as the 7th and 26th of
April. In Cornwall, Mr. Couch, from 1810 to 1836, found it to be

* Round the Grange Farm, p. 108,




























































































































POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CUCKOO. 91

all will go well during the year; and, if you were fasting, you will be
hungry the whole year.” ¥

But, amongst all thisdiversity of interpretation, such is the benevolent
constitution of the human mind, such its hope for better things, that
it rarely fails to discover, even in the most despondent circumstances,
the presages of a bright futurity. No wonder, then, that the cuckoo’s
call, as the herald of good news, finds an echo in every bosom, and
that, with eager anticipations, young and old are prepared to welcome
its renewal.

JAMES HARDY.

* For some slight variations in the formula of these beliefs, see Zong Ago,
pp. 204-5 ; also Harland and Wilkinson’s La#cashire Folk-Lore, p. 143,





































































116 OLD BALLAD FOLK-LORE.

¢ Its for your sake Sir James the Rose

That my poor hearts a-breaking,

Cursed be the day I did thee betray,
Thon brave knight o’ Buleighan.

Then up she rose and forth she goes,
And in that fatal hour,

She bodily was borne away
And never was seen more ;

But where she went was never kent,
And so, to end the matter,

A traitor’s end you may depend
Can never be no better.”

In a ballad called ¢ Northumberland betrayed by Douglas,” Lady
Jane Douglas, the sister of the betrayer, possessed a magic ring through
which she could see into futurity or witness what was taking place in
other parts of the country. In one of the verses, which Bishop Percy
believed to be an interpolation, she warns Northumberland of his
danger and says:

“ I never was on English ground,
Ne never saw it with mine eye,
But as my book it sheweth mee
And through my ring I may descrye.
My mother shee was a witch ladye,
And of her skille she learned mee,
She wold let me see out of Lough-leven
What they did in London citie.”

Lady Jane was desirous to show Earl Percy through the ring and
convince him of his danger, but he refused to go with her. She then
persuaded his chamberlain to look through:

¢ James Swynard with that lady went,
She showed him through the weme of her ring,

How many English lords there were,

Waiting for his master and him.”

A witch lady—for in these times the rich were believed to possess
witch power as well as the aged poor—had a son whom she wished to
marry to a young lady of her choice, but he refused and married another
lady. His mother in revenge planned the young wife’s death by magically -
preventing her confinement. The son, knowing that this was the work









OLD BALLAD FOLK-LORE. 119

Aud sho’s bathed hyrsell in the wyld witch-milke,
That woman voide of drede,
Till the downye swell of her heavying breastis
Gars the quhyte rose hange its hede.
Then out and spake he, the popinjay,
Hangs in fayr Annie’s bowr—
It’s ladye, I'll be your wiche wizzarde,
Will speede me to Earlstone’s towr.
The greene-thorne-tree in the Earlestone lee,
Its I was nestled there,
But the Ladye of Earlstone herryed the nest
That cost my dam sic care,
And scho had me to her bowr, that witche Ladye,
Qubin I conn’d a’ her fiend-taught spelles ;
But I sta’ the worde quhen I took my leave,
Qubylk a’ her glamour quelles,
I’ll sing siccan notes in the Earlstone woodes
8Sall reache that Ladye’s boure ;
And I'll weave siccan sang in the Earlstone woods
Sal twyne her of her powere.”
L ] L L »
“ And alas, and alas ! for that bonnie doo,
In the shirmars woodes sae greene,
For the greye oulet sits within her nest,
With her twa big gloweringe eyene.
And its Oh! and sing Oh! for that bonnie doo, -
That mournes in the shirmars boure,
For the oulet has reaved her of her mate,
In ane evyl and luckless houre.
And the lone curdoo of that bonnie doo
Is herde o’er the braide Loch Ken,
Qwhyle her mate sits under the grey oulet’s winge,
Like the chicken an under the henne.
Then out and spake he, Lord William: .
¢ My bonnie bird, tell to me,
Quhair did ye get that waile of woe,
Or quhae taught it to thee ?’
But up and spake scho, that witche Ladye,
¢ Come, perch on this eglantyne,
And the quhytest brede shall be thy fede,
And thy drynke of the blude-red wine.’
¢ But it’s nae, and it’s nae,’ sang the popinjay;
¢I've tarryed here owr lange,
Yet before my flychte I tak outrychte,
Hear the last note of my sange.’





















126 OLD BALLAD FOLK-LORE,

the wizard rock. Indeed, everything is suggestive of danger from
evil spirits, and seems well calculated to excite sympathy in the heart of
the sweetheart who was a believer in all these freets.

The beliefs referred to were the theology of the day, and formed the
practical creed of the people, of the educated as well as the ignorant.
The present paper is, of course, meant to be suggestive rather than
exhaustive—the initial contribution, it is hoped, to some further
study of the subject that would make a valuable chapter of Folk-Lore.
Writers on history and on the social condition of by-gone times too
often overlook the character of the beliefs that really ruled and guided
the people, and so their readers are left in ignorance of the true cause
of much which occurred, and fail to explain the natural growth of
civilization and the progress of man's mind. The old ballad, says
Mr. Wheatley, in his Introduction to Bishop Percy’s Reliques, filled
the place of the modern newspaper, and history can be read in ballads
by those who try to understand them.

JAMES NAPIER.




























SOME FOLK-LORE FROM CHAUCER. 137

For hyt is seyd men makyn oft a yerd
With which the maker is himself ybetyn,
In sundry maner us thes wise men tretyn.
Troylus and Cryseyde (lib. i. st. 106), v. 43.

The wrecche is dede, the devil have his bonis.
Ibid. (st. 115), v. 46.
A blynd man cannot juggyn wele in hewis.
Ibid. (proem to lib. ii. st. 3), v. 56.

For every wighte that to Rome went
Holt not o pathe, ne alwey o manere.
Ibid. (st. 6), v. 56.

For thus men seyn eche guﬁtre hath his lawis.
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 6), v. 56.

Let this proverbe a lore unto yow be,
“To late I was ware,” quod bewte, “ whan it past,
And eld dauntith daunger at the last.”

Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 50), v. 69.

Ho that nothing undirtakith
Nothing acheveth, be hit leve or dere.
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 109), v. 84.
Thei spekyn mych but thei bent never his bow.
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 116), v. 86.

And forthi, who that hath an hede of verre,
Fro caste of stonys ware hym in the werre.
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 117), v. 86.
Forwhy men seyn impressions lyght
Full redy bene ay lightly to the flight. )
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 172), v. 99.

Felt the iryn hote, and he gan to smyte.
4 Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 178), v. 101.

For hym men demeth hoot that men se swete.
Ibid. (lib. ii. st. 214), v. 109.

These wise clerkis that ben dede
Han ever this proverbid to us yonge,
The first vertu to kepe wel the tonge.
Ibid. (lib. iii. st. 36), v, 126.

Or caste al the grewel in the fire. .
TIbid., (lib. iii. st. 95), v. 140,

And makyn him a howe above a calle.
Ibid. (lib. iii. st. 104), v. 143.



138 SOME FOLK-LORE FROM CHAUCER.

The harme is don, and farewel feldyfare.
Ibid. (lib. iii. st. 116), v. 145.
Ye, hasyl wodis shakyn.
Ivid. (lib, iii. st. 121), v. 146; of. (lib. v. st
73), v. 264.
Thus seyde here and howne.
Ibid (lib. iv. st. 26), v. 187.
Nettle in dokke out.
[This is usually ¢dock in nettle out.’]
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 62), v. 196.
Ek wonder last but nine nyght nevere in towne.
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 80), v. 200.
Ful ofte a byworde here I seye,
That rooteles mot grene soone deye. :
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 106), v.206.

Men seyne that ful harde it is
The wolfe ful and the wether hoole to have.
This is to seyn, that men ful oft, ywis,
Moot spenden parte the remenaunte for to save.
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 193), v. 226.

For thus men seith that oon thynketh the bere,
But al another thynketh the ledere ;
Your sire is wis, and seyde is, out of drede,
Men may the wise outrenne and nought outrede.
It is full hard to halten unespied,
Bifor a crepul, for he kan the craft.
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 206), v. 228.

For hastif man ne wantethe never care.
Ibid. (lib. iv. st. 220), v. 232.
As he that kouthe moore than the crede.
Ibid. (lib. v. st. 13), v. 240; cf. Millers
Tale, p. 202.
I have herde seyde ek, tymes twyes twelve,
He is a foole that wol foryete hyme selve.
Ibid. (lib. v. st. 14), v. 240.
But al to late cometh the latuarye,
When men the cors unto the grave carye.
1bid. (lib. v. st. 106), vi. 13.
He that nought nassayeth nought nacheveth.
1bid. (lib. v. st. 112), vi. 14.
Swich as men clepe ¢ a word with two visages.’
Ibid. (lib. v. st. 129), vi. 18.
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From hasel woode ther jolye Robin pleyde,
Shal come al that thow abydest here !
Ye, farwel al the snowgh of ferne yere.
Ibid. (lib. v. st. 168), vi. 28 ; cf, (lib.
v. st. 73), vi. 264,
A trewe man, withouten drede,
Hath nat to parten with a theves dede. .
Good Women. Prol. (1. 444), viii. 60,
Pite renneth soone in gentil herte.
1bid. Prol. (1. 482), viii. 61 ; Knights Tale,
. i. 148; Squires Tale, ii. 217,
[Compare : Gentil hert is fulfild of pite.
Man of Lawes Tale, ii. 28.]
Wrie the glede and hotter is the fire.
Ibid. Thisbe, (1. 30), viii. 68.
Bele chere flourith, but it wil not seede.
1bid. Anelyda, vi. 189.
He that dronke is as & mows. .
Knightes Tale, i. 129

For soth is seyde, goon ful many yeres,
That feld hath eyen and the woode hath eeres.

[Compare : Campus habet lumen, et habet nemus auris acumen. ]
Ibid. i. 1317.

Shapen was my deth erst than my scherte,
Ibid. i. 138.
[Compare : Syn firste day that shapen was my sherte,
Or by the fatale sustren hadde my dome.
Good Women. Ypermystre (1. 68), viii. 123.]

He may go pypen in an ivy leef.
1bid. i. 147; Troylus, (lib. v. 1, 206), vi. 87.
Men may the eelde at-ren, but nat at-rede.
Ibid. i. 168.
Therfor bihoveth him a ful long spoon
That schal ete with a feend.
Squires Tale, ii. 221.
He hastith wel that wisely can abyde; and in wikked haste is no profyt.
Melibeus, iii. 136.
He that alle dispyseth, saith the book, alle displeseth.
Ibid. 137.

The proverbe saith he that moche embrasith destreineth litel.
Ibid. 147.
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And suffrith his wyf to go seken halwes,
Is worthy to be honged on the galwes.
Ibid. ii. 66.
To put an ape in ones hood=to cheat.
T rioresses Prologue, iii. 106.
I woot best wher wryngith me my scho.
Marchaundes Tale, ii. 171.
Passe over is an ease.
Ihid. ii. 189.
Unbokeled is the male.
Millers Prologue, i. 188.
Ful soth is this proverbe, it is no lye,
Men seyn right thus alway, the ney slye
Maketh the ferre leef to be loth.
[Compare : An olde sawe is who that slyghe,
In place wher he may be nyghe,
He maketh the feere leef loth.
Gower, Conf. Amant. iii. 68.]
Millers Tale, i. 201,
He fond nowthir to selle,
No breed ne ale.
Ibid. i. 216.
Of a sowter a schipman or a leche.

[Compare : Ex sutore medicus (Pheedrus)
Ex sutore nanclerus (Pynson).]
Reeves Prologue, i. 218.
Sche was as deyne as water in a dich.
Reeves Tale, i. 221.
Unbhardy is unsely, as men saith.
. Ibid. i. 231.
And thereto this proverbe is seyd ful soth,
He thar nat weene wel that evyl doth.
Itid. i. 234.
Soth play quad play as the Flemyng saith.
[Compare : Soth bourde is no bourde.
Sir John Harrington.]
Cokes Prologue, i. 286.
A proverbe that saith this same word, ’
‘Wel bette is roten appul ount of hord,
Than that it rote al the remenaunnt.
Cokes Tale, i. 237,
Thing that is overdon it wil nought preve
Aright, as clerkes sein, it is a vice.
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ASTROLOGY AND ALCHEMY.

For there nys planete in firmament
Ne in ayre ne in erthe noon element
That they ne yive me a yift echone
Of wepynge whanne I am alone.
Book of the Duchess, vi. 168,

This is the earliest allusion to astrology in Chaucer. [1869].
The nine speris.—Assamdly of Foules (st. 9) iv. 190.

These are:—
Primum Mobile 9
Fixt stars 8
1 Saturn 7
2 Jupiter 6
-8 Mars 5
4 Sun 4
5 Venus 8
6 Mercury 2
7 Moon 1
Chaucer uses the reckoning on the right hand in Troylus and
Cryseyde (Proem to lib. iii. st. 1), v. 116.
O blisfull light of which the bemes clere

Adornith all the thrid hevyn faire !
O Sonnys leef, o Jovis doghtir dere.

Venus is here in the third sphere. 8o in (lib. v. st. 259) vi. 50,

His light gost ful blisfully is wente
Up to the holughnesse of the seventhe spere.

Saturn’s sphere is indicated as furthest from the earth; and in the
Good Women (Philomene) viii. 112, the innermost circle is called ¢ the
firste heven;” but in the Complaint of Mars (st. 5) viii. 80, Mars
is called ¢ the thridde heven's lord; ” and in L'Envoy a Scogan (st. 2)
viii. 146, the sphere of Venus is called ¢ the fyft sercle.” In these
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that no wykked planet, as Saturne or Mars, or elles the tail of the
dragoun is in hows of the assendent, ne that no wikked planet have
non aspecte of enemyte upon the assendept, but they wol caste that
thei have a fortunat planete in hir assendent and yit in his felicite, and
than sey they that it is wel; fortherover, they seyn that the infortunyng
of an assendent is the contrarie of thise forseide thinges; the lord of
the assendent sey they that he is fortunat whan he is in god place fro
the assendent, as in angle, or in a succedent whereas he is in his dignite
and consorted with frendly aspectys of planetes and [wel] resceived, and
ek that he may sen the assendent, and that he be not retrograd ne
combust ne ioigned with no shrewe in the same signe, ne that he be nat
is his desencioun, ne joigned with no planete on his discencioun, ne
have upon him non aspecte infortunat, and than sey they that he is
wel. Natheles theise ben observauncez of iudicial matiere and rytes
of paiens, in which my spirit ne hath no faith, ne no knowyng of hir
horoscopum.”—~Compare Troylus (lib. iv. st. 103), v. 205.

Estward roos to hym that cowde it knowe,

Fortuna maior.
Ibid. (lib. iii, st. 196), v. 165.

Fortuna major is Jupiter. Speght.

For though that Venus yaf hire grete beaute,
With Jubiter compouned so was she,
That conscience, trouthe, and drede of shame,
And of hire wyfhode for to kepe hire name,
This thoghte hire was felicite as here.
And rede Mars was that tyme of the yere
So feble that his malice ys him rafte;
Repressed hath Venus hys cruel licrafte.
And what with Venus and other oppressyoun
Of houses, Mars his venyme ys adoun,
That Ypermystre dar not handel a knyf
In malyce, though she shulde lese hire lyf.
But natheles, as heven gan thoo turne,
To badde aspectes hath she of Saturne,
That made hire to dye in prisoun.

Good Women, Ypermystre (1. 23), viii. 120.

The aspects were distances of 0° conjunction, 60° sextile, 90° quartile,
120° trine, 180° opposition. Quartile and opposition were malign;
L2
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to be half this or a quarter of the day. In any case he is wrong, as
the quarter day was over at 8h. 22m.

In the description of the Doctor the astrological nature of the medi-
eval medical practice is well brought out. He is grounded in
astronomy, keeps by natural magic his patient in order, and makes him
do all things in the houses that are favourable; he can calculate the
aspects of the constellations (fortune the ascendent of his images),
and understands the humours : viz. the white phlegm, the red blood,
the yellow gall, the black gall; phlegmatic, sanguine, choleric, melan-
cholic; he knows the temperatures, hot, cold, moist, and dry. He
knows how the phlegm produces quotidian fevers, the blood continual
fevers, choler tertian fevers, and melancholy quartan fevers. He
knows the seats of these, phlegmatic in the stomach, sanguine in the
blood, choleric in the gall, melancholic in the spleen. This description
is taken by the commentators to be ironical. They give no reason
for their supposition. Chaucer in 1888 certainly believed in astrology
as far as the Doctor does, and the rest of the description is merely a
syllabus of a first medical lecture and quite simply earnest.

- From the Wife of Bath’'s Prologue we learn that she derived her
hardiness from Mars, her lust from Venus.

Myn as[cend]ent was Taur and Mars therinne, ii. 64.

Taurus was Venus’ mansion.

The Canon Yeoman’s Prologue treats of alchemy, which is so closely
allied to astrology that this seems the fittest place to notice it. I
give a list of the Materials :

* Orpiment, yellow Arsenium-Sulphide,
Burnt bones, for Calcium-Phosphate,
Iron squames (filings).

Salt, Sodium-Chloride.

Paupere ?
Mercury crude, Quicksilver.
* ” sublimed.

Litharge, yellow Plumbum-8esquioxide.
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HAGIOLOGY.

I have under this head collected the allusions to Saints that occur in
Chaucer’s works, independently of the Fathers, allusions to whose
writings I have collected in MS. not here printed.

1. Chaucer’s Dream.—The phrase, 8. John to borrow,” S. John
be my security, occurs, vi. 118.

2. Duchess.—¢ By 8. John;” vi. 178. The oaths “by the mass,”
vi. 165, and “ by the rood,” 1, 917, also occur.

8. Fame.—¢ The corseint Leonard,” patron of captives, vi. 197;
“8. Mary,” vi, 211; “by 8. Jame,” vi. 221; “S. Julian, lo, bon
hostele,” patron of hospitality,” vi. 226; ¢ Peter,” vi. 226, 258; “by S.
Clare,” vi.228; “by 8. Thomas of Kent,” vi. 280; “ by 8. Gile,” vi. 282.

4. Birds.—* By S. John,” iv. 208; 8. Valentine, passim.

5. Orison.—Mary and John, passim.

6. Mars.—¢ 8. John to borwe,” viii. 29; cf. Dream; 8. Valentine,
passim.

7. Good Women.—Bernardus monachus non vidit omnia, viii. 44;
¢ Blessed be S. Valentine!” viii. 49.

8. Nun’s Tale.—S. Urban, 8. Cecile, Virgin, passim.

9. Prioress.—¢ 8. Nicholas, so young, to Christ did reverence.” This
saint, though not abstinent by any means on other days, would only
take the breast on evenings, and that not more than once on Wednes-
days and Fridays in the eveuing.

10. Man of Law.—Virgin Mary, passim. ¢ By 8. John,” ii. 89.

11. Squire.— 8. John to borwe,” ii. 221, as before.

12. Nun’s Priest.—S. Kenelm. See under Dreams.

18. Shipman.— ¢ By 8. Martin,” “by 8. Denis,” iii. 97; ¢ Peter !”
iii. 99; “by that lord that cleped is 8. Ive”, iii. 99; S. Ive was of
Lantriguier, in Bretagne; “ 8. Austin speed you,” iii. 101; “by
8. Jame,” iii. 103. All these are of French origin.

14. Merchant.—* 8. Mary,” ii. 183, 198.

15. Miller.—“ By 8. Thomas of Kent,” i. 196; cf. Fame; “ Help
us, S. Frideswide !” i. 202: she was patroness of an Oxford priory.
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HOUSE OF FAME.

The old custom of appointing days for amicably settling differences
(vi. 215) at which the friars were conspicuous (General Prologue,
i. 89), requires here only a passing mention ; see Bracton, lib. v.
fol. 869.

The minstrels at bride-feasts are spoken of in vi, 233, and elsewhere.
But the well-known passage on magic must be given in full.

There saugh I pleyen jugelours,
Magiciens, and tregetours,
And phitonisses, charmeresses,
Olde witches, sorceresses,
That use exorsisaciouns,
And eke thes fumigaciouns;
And clerkes eke, which konne wel
Alle this magike naturel,
That craftely doon her ententes,
To make in certeyn ascendentes,
Ymages, lo, thurgh which magike,
To make & man ben hool or syke.
Ther saugh I the quene Medea,
And Circes eke and Calipsa.
Ther sangh I Hermes Ballenus,
Lymeote, and eke Symon Magus.
Ther saugh I Colle Tregetour
Upon a table of sygamour.
Pleye an uncouthe thynge to telle;
I saugh him carien a wynd-melle
Under a wal-note shale.

vi. 233,

Tyrwhitt rightly compares Maundeville’s account of the jugglers at
the Court of the great Cham, who produce visions of sun and moon,
dancings, jousts and huntings (in other words exhibit magic lantern
glides) with the illusions in the Franklin’s tale. Pythonesses are men-
tioned afterwards in the Friar’s tale. Hermes Ballenus, Lymeote, and
Colle wait for elucidation; but the use of waxen images and the astro-
logical times for taking medicine are well known. The cry of ¢ largess ”
may be found in 1. 219, vi. 237, and the laudes of rich folk announced
by pursuivants and heralds a few lines further on (1. 280).
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gesta) amuse him in the same way. This poem of Chaucer’s appears
from several passages to have been written for the same end (see my
Guide to Chaucer). It was probably made at the request of John
of Gaunt to be read in his family, and the similarity of some incidents -
in it to the connection between Gaunt and the widow Katherine Swyn-
ford would naturally annoy the Duchess Constance.

In (ii. 86), v. 77, the giving of love potions is alluded to, and in
(ii. 141), v. 91, the belief that when your ears glow there is somebody
talking of you.

In (ii. 126), v. 89, Troylus is represented by a white eagle; in the
Knight's Tale (i. 159), Emetrius bears a white eagle on his head.
As there is no white eagle in nature, this looks like an allusion to a
heraldic bearing, which may aid in deciphering the story. Or does
the white eagle come from Boccaccio ?.

In (ii. 221), v. 110, the use of charms in medicine is alluded to.

In (iii. 20), v. 122, the custom of ringing the bells when a miracle
had been performed is mentioned; in (iii. 72), v. 184, the notion that
weather changes at the change of the moon.

In (iii. 81), v. 186, “the Tale of Wade,” the Scandinavian Ulysses,
is mentioned: his boat (Guingelot) occurs again in the Merchant’s
Tale (ii. 168).

In (iii. 98), v. 141, we meet with an expression repeated frequently
in Chaucer, but the origin of which still awaits some elucidation:

O fatale sustrin which, or eny cloth
Me shapyn was, my destiny me sponne,
Compare Good Women (viii, 122):

Sens first that day that shapen was my sherte,
Or by the fatal suster had my dome.

And Knight’s Tale (i. 188):
That-schapen was my deth erst than my scherte.

In (iii. 196), v. 165, note the use of the term astrologer as equiva-
lent to horologer, showing that the science of astronomy had not yet
been separated from its practical applications. This occurs again in
the Priest’s Tale. 8o in (iv. 18), v. 184, Calchas groups astronomy
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NOTES.

As the order in which the poems are quoted is neither that of the editions nor
that put forth by the Director of the Chaucer Society, I think it necessary to state
here the chronological order that I have followed. It differs in one or two minor
points from that given by me elsewhere, in consequence of recent investigations
by myself and others.

1338. Chaucer born.

1361. Chaucer’s Dream, written for the marriage of the Black Prince—not
for that of John of Gaunt.

1363. Romaunt of the Rose begun. Chaucer 25 years old: one year after
his marriage.
1369. Book of the Duchess (John of Gaunt's wife, Blanche).
c. 1376. Translation of Boethius.
c. 1380. House of Fame.
1381-2. Parliament of Birds.
c. 1382. Orison to the Virgin.
c. 1382-5. Troylus and Cryseyde (with lines to Adam Scrivener).
c. 1385. Complaint of Pity.
1386 (before May) Palamon and Arcite.
1386 (May) Legend of Good Women begun.
1388-9 L’Envoy a Bukton.
,»  Former Age.
» A.B.C.
1391 Astrolabie.
1393 L’Envoy a Scogan.
c. 1394 Complaint of Annelida.
c. 1394 Complaint of Mars.
1394 Second Version of Good Women (called Earlier Version by Mr.
Furnivall.)
c. 1397 Flee from the press.
,» Stedfastness.
,, Gentleness,
c. 1398 Complaint of Venus.
,  Fortune.
1399 Complaint to his Purse.
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FOUR TRANSCRIPTS

BY THE LATE THOMAS WRIGHT, F.S.A.

following ballad of ¢ Thomas and the EIf Queen,” tran- .

ibed from the Cambridge MS., and the three tales

ich follow it, were given to me five and forty years ago

scholar, the late Thomas Wright. They were intended
to appear in that part of my little book, Lays and Legends of Various
Nations, devoted to England. But before that Part was given to the
press the work came to an untimely end. I have not seen Mr.
Wright's beautifully written MSS. from 1834 until a few weeks since,
bat, having then found them, I think they might be very appropriately
included in our REcorD as a memorial of one who has in his numerous
publications done so much to illustrate the folk-lore and early
literature of England.

WILLIAM J. THOMS.

THOMAS AND THE ELF QUEEN.

Carefully transcribed from the MS. in the Public Library of the
University of Cambridge, ff. v. 48. Mr. Jamieson, who has printed
it very incorrectly in his Ancient Ballads, supposes the MS. to be of
the fifteenth century, but from internal evidence it would seem to be
older, probably of a not much later period than the middle of the
fourteenth century. From the manner in which the scribe has in
several instances erased what he had first written and from the kind of
alterations he has made, we might almost suppose he was the author
of the ballad; and, from the quotations which Mr. Jamieson has made
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Hir sadill was of reuyll bon,
Semely was that sight to se,

Stifly sette with precious ston,
Compaste aboute with crapste.

Stonys of oryons * gret plente;

Hir here ® aboute hir hed hit¢ hong,
She rode out ouer that lonely le,

A while she blew, a while she song.

Hir garthis of nobull silke thai were,
Hir boculs thei were of barys 4 ston,

Hir stiroppis thei were of cristall clere,
And alle with perry ¢ aboute be gon.

Hir paytrellf was of a riall fyne,
Hir cropur § was of arafe,

Hir bridull was of golde fyne,
On euery side hong bellis thre.

She led iij grehoundis in a leesshe,®
viij rachis ! be hir fote ran.

To speke with hir wold I not seesse.)
Hir lire * was white as any swan.

She bare a horne about hir halce,!
And vnder hir gyrdill meny flonne.™

Fior sothe,® lordyngs, as I you tell,
Thus was this lady fayre be gon.

Thomas lay and saw that sight
‘Vnderneth a semely tre;

He seid, “ yonde is Mary of myght
That bare the childe that died for me.

But I speke with that lady bright
I hope my hert wille breke in thre;
But I woll go with alle my myght
Hir to mete at eldryn tre.””

& the east (orient). b hair,
© it, the neuter of the pronoun ke, keo, hit—we now use for the fem. an older
form she, and in the neuter we drop the A.

4 beryl. e pearl. f the breast leather of the horse.
§ crupper. b Jeash. ! hounds.
J cease. k complexion. ! neck,

m aYTOWS. o truth.
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She seid, * Thomas, thu likes thi play:

‘What byrde® in boure ® may dwel with the?
Thu marris ° me here the lefe long day:

I pray the, Thomas, let me be.”

Thomas standand in that stid,d
And beheld that lady gay:
Hir here that hong vpon her hed,
Hir eien semyd out that were so gray;

And alle hir clothis were a way,
That he before saw in that stede.®

The tother black, the tother gray;
The body blee f a8 beten leed.s

Thomas seid, ‘‘ Alas! alas!
In feith that is a dolfull sight,

That thu art so fadut® in the face,
That be fore schone as sunne bright.”

¢ Take thi leve, Thomas, at sune and mone,
And also at levys of eldryn tre,

This twelmond shall thu with me gone,
That mydul erth thu shalt not se.”

He knelyd down vpon his kne,
To Mary mylde he made his mone,
¢ Lady, but thu rew on me,
Alle my games fro me ar gone.

“Alas!” he seyd, “woo! is me,
I trow my dedis wil wyrk me woo,
Ih’u my soule be techel I the,
‘Wher so ener my bonys shall goo.”

She led hym to the eldryn hill,
‘Vndernethe the grene wode lee,

‘Wher hit was derk as any hell,
And euer water tille k the knee.

Ther the space of dayes thre
He herd but the noyse of the flode,
At the last he seid, “ Wo is me !
Almost I dye for fowte of fode.”!

s damsel. b bower. ° mars, 4 place.
° place. . f blue. & lead. b faded.
! woe. 3 give, deliver up. ¥ To, up to ! fault (or want) of food.
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Sees thu now jonder fourt way
That lyes ouer 3onder felle;

sonder is the way, the sothe to say,
Vnto the brennand fyre of hell.

See thu now zonder fayre castell

That stondis vpon jonder fayre hill
Off towne and towre it berith the bell,

In mydul erth is ther non like ther till.

In faith, Thomas, 3onder is myne owue,
And the kyngus of this cuntre:

But me were better be hongud and drawyn,
Then he wist that thu lay be me,

My lorde is serued at ilke a messe
With xxxt knysts fayre and fre,

And I shalle say, sittyng at the deese,*
I toke thi speche be 3onde the lee.

‘Whan thu comes to yonder castell gay,
I pray the curtes® man to be,

And, what so euer any man to the say,
Loke thu answer non but me.”

Thomas stondyng in the stede,
And be helde that lady gay,

She was feyre, and as rede,
And as riche, on hir palfray.

Hir greyhoundis fillid with the dere blode,
Hir rachis coupuld © be ¢ my fay;

She blew hir horne, on hir palfray gode,
And to the castell she toke the way.

Into a hall sothly ® she went,
Thomas folud f at hir hande:
Ladis come bothe faire and gent,
Fful curtesly to hir kneland.

Harpe and fidul both thei fande,
The gstorn, and also the sautry,
The lute and the ribybe both gangand,
And alle maner of mynstralcy.

.

s dais, the high table in the hall.  ® courteous. ° coupled.
4 by. ©° truly. ! followed.
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Knyj;ts dawnsyng be thre and thre,
Ther was reuel, both game and play;

Ther ware ladys fayre and fre
Dawnsyng with riche aray.

The gretist ferly ther Thomas thost,
‘When xxx* harts lay vpon flore,

And as meny dere in were broght,
That was largely long and store.

Rachis lay lappand on the dere blode,

The cokys * thei stode with dressyng knyves.
Brytnand ® the dere as thei were wode;

Reuell was among [thaim] rife.

Ther was reuell, games, and play,
More than I yow say, parde ;
Tille hit fel vpon a day,
My lufly lady seid to me,

¢ Buske the, Thomas, for thu most gon,
Ffor here no lenger mayst thu be:
Hye the fast, with mode,c and mone:
I shalle the bryng to eldyn tre.”

Thomas answerid, with heuy chere,
¢ Lufly lady, thu let me be:
Ffor certenly I haue be here

But the space of dayes thre.”

¢ Ffor sothe, Thomas, I the telle,
Thu hast bene here senen 3ere ¢ and more:
Ffor ® here no longer may thu dwell,
I shal tel the the skyl f wherfore.

To morou on of hel, a fowle fende,
Among these folke shal chese his fee.
Thu art a fayre man and a hende,
Fful wel I wot he wil chese the.

Ffor alle the golde that ener myght be
Ffro heuen vato the wordis & ende,

Thu beys ® neuer trayed! for me:
Ffor with me I rede the wende.”

s cooks. b carving, cutting up. °© mind. d yegrs.
¢ wherefore. f cause. & world’'s. P art. ! betrayed. J advise, counsel.















THE LAYING OF THE GHOST. 177

sure you can’t get through the key-hole.” ¢I'm sure I can.” * Well,
then,” says Tommy, pointing to the empty bottle, which he pretended
to have emptied, ¢ if you can come through the key-hole you can get
into this bottle, but I won’t believe you can do either.” Now the
ghost began to be very angry that Tommy should doubt his powers of
getting into the bottle, so he asserted most confidently that the thing
was easy to be done. “ No,” said Tommy, “I won't believe it till I
see you get in.” “ Here goes, then,” said the ghost, and sure enough
into the bottle he went, and Tommy corked him up quite tight, so that
he could not get out, and he took the bottle to the bridge where the
river was wide and deep, and he threw the bottle exactly over the
key-stone of the middle arch into the river, and the ghost was never
heard of after.

LEGEND OF THE ROLLRIGHT STONES.

Not far from the borders of Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire, and
within the latter county, is the pretty village of Rollright, and near
the village, up a hill, stands a circle of small stones, and one larger
stone, such as our Celtic antiquaries say were raised by the Druids. As
soon as the Druids left them, the fairies, who never failed to take posses-
sion of their deserted shrines, seemed to have had an especial care over
these stones, and any one who ventures to meddle with them is sure to
meet with some very great misfortune. The old people of the village,
however, who generally know most about these matters, say the stones
were once & king and his knights, who were going to make war on
the King of England ; and they assert that, according to old prophecies,
had they ever reached Long Compton the King of England must
inevitably have been dethroned,® and this king would have reigned
in his place, but when they came to the village of Rollright they were
suddenly turned into stones in the place where they now stand.

[* The old rhyme ruus,—
If Long Compton thou can’st see,
Then King of England thou shalt be.
See Hutchinson's History of Cumberland, i. 230.)
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The only tradition or legend the people have regarding the fabric is that
the attendants of a marriage, while passing over the plain, were changed
into these stones by some powerful magician or malignant demon.
(Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. xxxix. p. §9.)

~ Sometimes again the human element is left out. The only recorded
tradition with regard to the stone circle at Stanton Drew represents
Keyna, a holy virgin in the fifth century, the daughter apparently of
a Welsh prince, obtaining a grant of the land on which the village of
Keynsham now stands. © She was warned, however, of the insecurity
of the gift, in consequence of the serpents of a deadly nature that
infested the place. She accepted the gift notwithstanding, and by her
prayers converted the serpents into the stones we now see there.
(Ferguson's Rude Stone Monuments, p. 151, quoting Archeologia,
xxv. p. 189.)

The early traditions relating to great stones are an important subject
connected with the primitive life of Britain, political as well as mytho-
logical, and it should be dealt with exhaustively for the Folk-Lore
Society. Mr. Stuart has collected many important passages on stone-
worship from the early chronicles and laws, in the second volume of
his Sculptured Stones of Scotland, and Mr. Akerman contributed a
valuable paper to the Numismatic Society “ On the Stone Worship of
the Ancients, illustrated by their Coins.”]

































242 INDEX.:

Lang, A. on the Folk-Lore of France, i. 99-117

Lanval, the story of, ii. 8

Latham, Mra. on West Sussex Superstitions, i. 1-67

Latin origin of French fairy tales, i. 213

Lawrence, the God of idleness in Cornwall, ii. 203

Left hand and side, use of, at mourning (Malagasy), ii. 39 .
“Left foot, not to enter house with (Malagasy), ii. 37

Legends (1rish), query on MS. collection of, i. 250

Lemur, contains spirits of ancestors (Malagasy), ii. 22

Liebrecht, Dr. observations on first volume, ii. 228-9

Lincoln, mentioned in local rhyme, i. 160

Lincolnshire, nutting superstition in, i. 1565

Lincolnshire Eel, legend of, referred to, i. 245

Lindholme, local saying on, i. 173

Lion Bruno, story of, i. 209-12

Lithuanian tale quoted, i. 85

Lloyd (Miss), projected journal of African Folk-Lore, i. 251

Local Rhymes and Sayings (Yorkshire), i. 160-175; query on, i. 249
London, mentioned in local rhymes, i. 160-2

Lord’s Prayer, superstition on saying it backwards, ii. 205

Lot, divination by, mentioned by Ch , ii. 160

Louster, Cornish term for working hard, ii. 203

Love, cuckoo prognostications of in, ii. 56 ; potions alluded to by Chaucer,

ii. 159 ; tokens, ii. 115 ; vows, curious custom of, i. 241; yarrow used for divi-
nation of, i. 156
Lustration of the fields in France, i. 103

Magic, passage on, from Chaucer, quoted, ii. 157

Magic and Witcheraft, a divisional group of Grimm® s Folk-Tales, i. 97

Maids, Old, traditions concerning, ii. 200

Malagasy Folk-Lore and, Popular Superstitiors, by James Slbree, jun. ii. 19-46

Malagasy Folk-Tales, discovery of, ii. 19

Manual of Folk-Lore suggested, i. 243 -

March, Saxon name of, preserved, ii. 201 ) : -

Marriage ceremonies, cuckoo connected with, ii. 71-2; poruon of nheep gwen to
bride’s parents (Malagasy), ii. 24

Marriage party turned into stone (Indian), ii. 178-9

May, cat born in, superstition concerning, ii. 205; observances of the month of, men-
tioned by Chaucer, ii. 1568

May Colvin, parallels to, i. 111

May Day, customs, ii. 199 ; feast at Nun Monkton, i. 239; superstitions in Dublin,
i. 156 ; in Wicklow, i. 157

Measurement, regulation of, by Queen’s fingers, &c. (Malagasy), ii. 38

Meat used as wart-charm, i. 217-8

Meaus (Yorks.), local rhyme on, i. 166
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Norwegian cuckoo legend, ii. 77

Nottinghamshire, cuckoo belief, ii. 61 ; pancake customs in, ii. 213
Numbers, lucky and unlucky (Malagasy), ii. 38

Nun Keling, local rhyme on, i. 166

Nun Monkton Feast, i. 239

Nutting superstitions, i. 155

Oak-tree, nail driven into, will cure toothache, i. 224
Odyseey, parallel to, in French ballad, i. 109

Ogier, the story of, ii. 7-8

Ogres, similarity of, in France and Italy, i. 213

Old Scrat, ii. 198

Omens. See  Animals,” *¢ Birds

Ordeals (Malagasy), ii. 88-36 ; for murder, ii. 101.2
Oxen, Malagasy customs concerning, ii. 23-25
Oxford, mentioned in local rhyme, i. 162
Oxfordshire, dragon legend, i, 248 ; wart-cures, i. 228
Owls, of evil omen (Malagasy), ii. 22, 26

Pancake, piece of, first given to the cock, ii. 218

Partenopex, the story of, ii. 8

Paternoster, traditional story about, ii. 133

Paternoster, The White, a note on, by E. Carrington, ii. 127-34

Paull, local rhyme on, i. 167

Pea, used in wart-cures, i. 220

Pechs. See ¢ Picts

Pekin, spirit superstition from, i. 287

Pendle, local rhyme on, i. 167

Pennigent, local rhyme on, i. 167

Pfoundes, C. on Some Japan Folk-Tales, i. 117-35

Picts or Pechs, a race of dwarfs, ii. 100

Pigs, superstitious dislike to (Malagasy), ii. 22 ; prognostication of wind by carrying
straw in their mouths, ii. 205 ; blood of, used in wart-cures, i. 218-19

Pin used in wart cures, i. 218, 224

Pindar of Wakefield, a popular hero, i. 161

Pisa, variant of Cinderella from, i. 192; of Queen Angelica, i. 196 ; of The Wood-
man, i. 197

Pisky, Cornish name of a, ii. 202

Place names derived from the cuckoo, ii. 74-76

Plant-Lore Notes, by J. Britten, i. 155-59

Plants, cuckoo, ii. 78-81 ; superstitions concerning (Malagasy), ii. 29 ; unlucky,
i. 1568-9 ; used in wart-cures, i. 225

Players’ superstitions, ii. 203-5

Pliny, quoted on cuckoo beliefs, ii. 57, 64

Plutarch, quoted on cuckoo beliefs, ii. 64
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for the dénouement out of the pony's ears, &c. &c. A variant of the
first part of this story is to be found in one of the numerous Irish
chapbooks published by James Duffey, of Dublin. This chapbook is
called Hibernian Tales, and the story ¢ The Black Thief and Knight
of the Glen.” Here there are three princes instead of one. The Knight
of the Glen answers to the King of Lough Erne, and the Black Thief is
the means of the success of the princes, instead of the pony. The
pony does not appear at all, and the Black Thief saves the lives of the
princes from the vengeance of the Knight of the Glen by telling
stories. The two stories are very nearly identical in the opening
portion, containing the jealousy of the step-mother, the means taken to
accomplish her designs, the game of chess and the double result; but
the latter portion differs considerably.]
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St. Anne’s Day, Breton custom on, i. 101

St. David's Day, custom, ii. 199

St. Monday, shoemakers’ holiday, query as to origin of i. 245

8t. John's Eve, ceremonies on, in France, i. 101

Salutations, old forms of (Malagasy), ii. 37 .

Sanctuary laws of Alfred, local rhyme connected with, i. 166

Sand (black) placed on head of corpse (Malagasy), ii. 42

Sand, George, rural novels of, referred to for folk-lore, i. 104

Sanskrit original of Scotch story, i. 95

Sardinia, variant of folk-prayer in, ii. 181

Satchell, Thomas, on Child and the Toad, i. 237; Chlld’s charm for new Tooth,
i. 237; Hand-itching Augury, i. 240; Sayings and Customs.of Cornwall,
ii. 201-8; Shoe Augury, i. 238 ; Swearers, Judgment on, i. 238

Scandinavian story of ¢ Brynhild's Magic Sleep,’’ quoted, i. 84

Scarborough, local saying on, i. 169

Scarborough warning, i. 169-72 .

Scotland, cuckoo beliefs in, ii. 50, 85, 87, 89; cuckoo rhyme, ii. 50; cuckoo saying,
ii. 52 ; funeral custom of, ii. 214 ; proverb quoted, ii. 73 ; swallow superstition,
ii. 7. See Argyle

Scotland (folk-songs of ), variants in Finnish, i. 111 ; in France, i. 108, 110

Scotland (folk-tales of ), quoted, i. 92, 94 ; variants of, i. 92, 94 *

Seamen’s superstitions, query on, i. 249

Sermons (old), suggested source for folk-lore, i. 154

Serpent, burning of, a Breton custom, i. 101

Serpent (and Dragon) legends, query oa, i. 247

Serpents, stories about, fabulous (Malagasy), ii. 27 ; appeased by meat in Irish folk-
tale, ii. 187 ; in European folk-lore, ii. 192 ; Malagasy superstitions about, ii.
20 ; tradition of, being turned to stones, ii. 179

Servian cuckoo prognostication, ii. 58

Seven sleepers, belief in, ii. 65

Shakspeare quoted on cuckoo belief, ii. 64 ; on cuckoo song, ii. 50

Sheep, certain portion given to bride’s parents (Malagasy), ii. 24

Sheffield, local rhyme on, i. 165

Shepherd’s purse, unlucky in Lancashire, i. 159; Middlesex (iid.): Birmingham
(ibid.) ; Hanover (ibid.) ; Venezuela (ibid.)

Shoe, augury from wearing of, i. 238

Shropshire, cuckoo ale in, ii. 84

Shrove Monday custom, ii. 218

Sibree, Rev. J. On Malagasy Folk-Lore, ii. 19-46

Sickness, charm against (Malagasy), ii. 45-6 ; customs at (Malagasy), ii. 42

Sicilian stories, collection of, mentioned, i. 71

Sicily, traditions of Fatui in, ii. 7

Sikes’s British Gobling, notice of, ii. 220-1

Singular number, dislike of (Malagasy), ii. 88

* Sir Gawayne,”’ the story of, ii. 8
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NOTES.

[ Communioations for these columns should be addressed to the Hon. Seoretary.]

i. Extracts from old Chapbooks, §c.— Professor Dr. George
Stephens, F.S.A., of Copenhagen, sends the following extracts from
out.of-the-way sources. They serve well to illustrate the value of
the cheap popular literature’ of former times, a comprehensive study
of which is so much desired.

Elves, (asts, Ghosts, &c.—“ The ghosts, like old horses, go all
night for fear they are seen, and be made to carry scate or fish or be
carted ; and witches are the worst kind of devils, and make use of cats
to ride upon, or kill-kebbers, and besoms, and sail over the seas in
cockle-shells, and witch lads and lasses, and disable bridegrooms. As
for Willy-and-the-Wisp, he is a fiery devil, and leads people off their
road in order to drown them, for he sparks sometimes at your feet,
and then turns before us with his candle, as if he were two or three
miles before us. Many a good boat has Spunkie drown’d ; the boats
coming to land in the night-time, they observe a light off the land,
and set in upon it and drown.”—History of Buck-haven in Fifeshire.
Chapbook. Glasgow. 8vo. p. 22, 23,

« Fairies are terrible troublesome, they gang dancing round fouks
lums, and rin through the huuses they haunt, and play odd tricks, and
1ift new-born bairns from their mothers, and none of them is safe to
lie with their mothers, a night or two after they are born, unless the
mother gets a pair of men’s breeches under her head for the first three
nights; when the fairies are frighted, they will leave an old stock with
the woman, and whip away the child. One tried to burn an old stock
that the fairies left in the cradle; but, when the fire was put on, the
old stock jumped on upon a cat and up the lum.”—7d. p. 28.
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Ballad of ¢Chevy Chase’ in his hand.”—Smith, Lives of Highwaymen
vol. ii. London, 1719; pp. 198-4 (in Life of Sawney Douglas). The
custom is explained in the same work (vol. iii. Lond. 1720, pp. 45,
48). It was establisht by Eliz. Ellict, temp. James I. she leaving
£250 to pay a man for ringing a bell under Newgate, between 11 and
12 of the night before any one was to be hanged, repeating a solemn
exhortation; and again next day, under St. Sepulchre’s churchyard,
the bell in the steeple tolling for them, and the cart stopping for that
purpose, while the bellman repeats another pious address.

Chastity.—* Bevis answered: by the Lions not hurting thee, I know
thou art a pure Virgin.”—Sir Bevis of Southampton. (Chapbook,
Newcastle, p. 16.)

May-Day.—¢ In summer season howe doe the moste part of our
yong men and maydes in earely rising and getting themselues into
the fieldes at dauncing ? 'What foolishe toyes shall not a man see
among them! What vnchast countenances shall not be vsed then
among them! Or what coales shall there be wanting that maye
kindle cupid's desire! Truly none. Through this dauncing many
maydens haue been vnmaydened, whereby I may saye it is the store-
house and nurserie of bastardie. What adoe make our yong men
at the time of May! Do they not vse night-watchings to rob and
steale yong trees out of other men's grounde, and bring them home
into their parishe with minstrels playing before? And when they
have set it up they will decke it with floures and garlandes, and
daunce round (men and women together, most vnseemely and intoler-
able, as I haue proued before,) about the tree.”— Collier's Northbrooke’s
Treatise, 1577, p. 176.

St. David’s Day.—* With other Materials, as Shoes, Hat, Stockings,
and Periwig, which he made up much like such a Figure, which was
wont to be hung up for a Show on St. Taffy’s Day.”—Smith’s Lives of
Highwaymen, vol. i. Lond. 1719, p. 122.

Corpse Arrest.— ¢ Nay, hast thou not seen the very corpse of thy
departed brother arrested, and uncharitably stayed; who, though he
had paid his debt to nature, yet must receive no durial till his poor
corpse has discharged his debt unto his creditor? And hast thou



2 FIRST REPORT, MAY 1879.

No one who has made the manners, customs, observances, superstitions, ballads,
proverbs, &c. of the olden time his study, but must have arrived at two con-
clusions:—the first, how much that is curious and interesting in these matters is
now entirely lost—the second, how much may yet be rescued by timely exertion.
What Hone endeavoured to do in his ¢ Every-day Book,” &c. the Atkenzum,
by its wider circulation, may accomplish ten times more effectually—gather
together the infinite number of minute facts, illustrative of the subject I have
mentioned, which are scattered over the memories of its thousands of readers,
and preserve them in its pages, until some James Grimm shall arise who shall do
for the Mythology of the British Islands the good service which that profound
antiquary and philologist has accomplished for the Mythology of Germany. The
present century has scarcely prodaced a more remarkable book, imperfect as its
learned author confesses it to be, than the second edition of the ‘ Dewtsche
Mythologic; " and what is it?—a mass of minute facts, many of which, when
separately considered, appear trifling and insignificant—but, when taken in con-
nexion with the system into which his master-mind has woven them, assume a
value that he who first recorded them never dreamed of attributing to them.

How many such facts would one word from you evoke, from the north and
from the south—from John O’Groat’s to the Land’s End! How many readers
would be glad to show their gratitude for the novelties which you, from week to
week, communicate to them, by forwarding to you some record of old Time-—some
recollection of a now neglected custom—some fading legend, local tradition, or
fragmentary ballad !

Nor would such communications be of service to the English antiquary alone.
The connexion between the FOLK-LORE of England (remember, I claim the
honour of introducing the epithet Folk-Lore, as Disraeli does of introducing
Father-Land, into the Literature of this country) and that of Germany is so
intimate that such communication will probably serve to enrich some future
edition of Grimm’s Mythology.

Let me give you an instance of this connexion.—In one of the chapters of
Grimm, he treats very fully of the parts which the Cuckoo plays in Popular
Mythology—of the prophetic character with which it has been invested by the
voice of the people; and gives many instances of the practice of deriving pre-
dictions from the number of times which its song is heard. He also records a
popular notion “that the Cuckoo never sings till he has thrice eaten his fill of
cherries.” Now I have lately been informed of a custom which formerly obtained
among children in Yorkshire, that illustrates the fact of a connexion between the
Cuckoo and the Cherry,—and that, too, in their prophetic attributes. A friend has
communicated to me that children in Yorkshire were formerly (and may be still)
accustomed to sing round a cherry-tree the following invocation;-—

Cuckoo, cherry-tree,
Come down and tell me
How many years I have to live.

Fach child then shook the tree,—and the number of cherries which fell betokened
the years of its future life. .

r—tian
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trembling.”— History of Buck-haven in Fifeshire. Chapbook, 8vo.
Glasgow, p. 22. .

“The bucky lads and lasses, when they go to gather bait, tell
strange stories about ghosts, witches, Willy-with-the-wisp, and the
kelpy, fairies, maukens, and bogles of all sorts.”—Id. p. 22.

Burials.—¢* Within the coffin, along with herself, she got & pair of
new brogues, a penny candle, a gnod hard-headed old hammer, with
an Irish sixpenny-piece to pay her passage at the gate, and what
more could she look for ?”—The Comical Sayings of Paddy jfrom
Cork. Chapbook, Stirling, p. 13.

Dancing.—¢ Insomuche that in some places they shame not in the
tyme of divine service to come and dance about the churche, and
without [?withal] to have naked men dauncing in nettes, which is
most filthie; for the heathen, that had never further knowledge than
the light of natare, have counted it shamefull for a player to come on
the stage without a slop.”—Stockwood's Sermon, 1578. Quoted in
Collier’s Northbrooke's Treatise, p. xiv.

il. Exzcerpts made from two Lists of Obsolescent Words of East Corn-
wall, contained in The Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall,
Nos. i. and xi. (subsequently reprinted at Truro), and from MS.
additions made thereto by the compiler Thomas Quiller Couch, F.S.A.
of Bodmin:—

Airy-Mouse, the Bat.—The village boys at Polperro address the
bat, as it flits above them, in the following rhymes:—

“ Airy mouse, airy mouse ! fly over my head,
And you shall have a crust of bread :
And when I brew and when I bake,
You shall have a piece of my wedding cake.”

¢ Friday in Lide ” Festival.—This Anglo-Saxon name of the month
of March still lingers in the Blackmoor tin district. ¢ Friday in Lide ”
(the first Friday in March) is observed by the tinners as a festival
now chiefly marked by a serio-comic custom of sending a young lad
to the highest ‘“ bound ” or hillock of the work, and allowing him to
sleep there as long as he can; the length of his nap being the measure
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« Jack the lantern, Joan the wad,
That tickled the maid and made her mad,
Light me home, the weather’s bad.”

(Polperro.)

Church-hay.—~Churchyard. This word is going out of use, but is

often heard in the adage—
¢« A hot May
Makes a fat church-hay.”

The terminal kay is the Anglo-Saxon hes or heze, a hedge or inclo-
sure.

Corrat.—Pert, impudent, sharp in rejoinder, saucy.

“ As corrat as Crocker’s mare.”

Proverb.
Heal.—To hide or conceal—

¢ The healer is as bad as the stealer.”
Cornish Proverd.
Louster.—To work hard—
¢ He that can’t schemey (or skill) must louster.”
Local Proverb.
Lawrence.~The rural god of idleness—
¢ He’s as lazy as La’rence.”
“ One would think La’rence had got hold o'n.”
Roper’s News.—Something heard before—
“ That'’s roper's news.”

Bodmin Phrase.
Rish or Rush, i.e. A list. Our people, instead of “ turning over a
new leaf,” “begin a new rish.” I have thought that this may have
been derived from a primitive way of keeping a -tally, by stringing
gome sort of counters on a rush. THOMAS SATCHELL.

iii. Players’ Superstitions.—The superstitions of players are many
and various, and are astonishing by reasons of their simplicity. Recently,
in a pleasant after-dinner conversation, Mr. Boucicault made a series
of curious revelations. He remarked especially upon the superstitions
of ballet dancers. Every grade of the ballet in England and on the
Continent is a slave to superstition. For instance, in his Babil and
Bijou a premitre danseuse and twenty coryphées rebelled at the full-
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will occur in the company. This was predicted at the Sunday
rehearsals of The Crook, and the croakings of the ballet girls were
verified by the sudden death of a soubrette. At the Grand Opera
House, during Mr. Fisk’s term of management, Sunday rehearsals
were enforced in spite of the protests of the Company. When the
great spectacle Lalla Rookh was preparing there were three Sunday
representations, and the birds of ill-omen were loud in their predic-
tions of disaster. Mr. Fisk was shot and killed before the fourth
Sunday-night revel, and the piece, although magnificently presented
to the public, did not prove remunerative.—See The Theatre, Sept.

1879, p. 106.
WiLLiaM GrEorGE Brack.

iv. Superstitions of Weardale, Durham.—Friday.—The same ideas
are held as in West Sussex. See Folk-Lore Record, vol. i. Nos. 49,
50, 51.

May Cat.—It is believed that a cat born in the month of May will
suck the breath of a baby in the cradle if the opportunity offers.

Worms.—To cure this complaint, a troutis to be obtained and placed
alive upon the bowels of the patient, and bound with a bandage, and
kept there all night. The writer remembers this being done to a boy
about seven years old about the year 1830.

Witches.—In passing a witch, doubling the thumbs under the fore-
fingers was considered a preventive to being bewitched.

Pigs.—When pigs are seen to carry straw in their mouths it is
considered to be a sure sign of wind.

Witch Wood.—A piece of wood cut from the mountain-ash was
considered a preventive of bewitching, if carried about the person.

Repeating the Lord’s Prayer backwards, it was said, would cause the
devil to raise his head through the floor; the only way of appeasmg
him was to present him with a black hen.

Lay two straws, in the form of a cross, and say—

“ Rain, rain, go away,
Din’nt come back till Christmas Day,”

was considered to prevent a wet day.
J. G. FEXWICK.
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effect of a visible cause.— West Briton, quoted in the Times, 9th
Sept. 1844.

vi. Consulting a Witch.—Gross Superstition in Devonshire.—At the
village of Charles, in the extreme north of Devon, considerable gossip
and excitement have been caused by the visit of a personage known as
“The White Witch.” A small farmer in the parish, with a deal of
credulity scarcely credible in these days, believed that he had been
bewitched by a relative, and accordingly went off to visit ¢¢ The White
Witch,” who ostensibly carries on the business of herbalist at Exeter,
and vends a charm which will cure all diseases of humanity. This
was, however, too serious a matter to be dealt with by mere potions,
and the * Witch Doctor” persuaded his victim that it would be
necessary to accompany him in order to find out the whereabouts of
and exorcise the evil spirit. On arriving at the house proceedings
were commenced by the ¢ White Witch.” A mixture of incense was
placed on a plate and lit, and a sort of incantation gone through, those
present being strictly enjoined to silence on pain that the whole pro-
ceeding would be violated. Somehow or other the spell failed to work,
and the *¢ witeh” intimated that he would have to return to the
farmer’s house, and stay a week in order to effect a perfect cure, being
fed meanwhile on beef, which would alone strengthen him sufficiently
to enable him to perform his task satisfactorily. It seems that the
farmer’s wife was somewhat less credulous than her liege lord, and
declined to be imposed upon in this way, and the result was an inquiry
into and exposure of the whole trick. It is said that in remote parts
of Devonshire such instances of credulity are far from uncommon, and
in most instances the impostors succeed in bleeding their victims to a
considerable extent.— Yorkshire Post, August 20, 1879.

vii. Burning a Witch.—St. Petersburg, Oct. 27.—Seventeen peasants
have been tried for burning a supposed witch to death near Nijni-
Novgorod. All the prisoners were acquitted with the exception of
three, who were sentenced to Church penance.—Daily Telegraph,
Oct. 28, 1879.

viii. Witcheraft in Norfolk, 1879.,—~A local paper reports the fol-
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or sleep by night till I found it. She is a bad old witch, and is not
going to come it over me though. Her daughter is as bad as she is
and encourages her in it. The Bench: Do you go to church ?
Defendant : Sometimes I goes to church and sometimes to chapel, and
sometimes I don't go nowhere. Her mother is bad enough to do
anything; and to go and put the “walking toad” in the hole like
that, for a man which never did nothing to her, she is not fit to live,
gentlemen ; to go and do such a thing, is not as if I had done any-
thing to her. She looks at lots of people, and I know she will do
some one harm. The Chairman: Do you know this man, Superin-
tendent Symonds? Is he sane? Superintendant Symonds: Yes,
Sir, perfectly. Defendant : It is quite true, gentlemen, I showed the
toad to my mother, and I can bring it for you to see. The Chairman
said he was very sorry the defendant was so foolish as to believe such
rubbish, and he would be fined 1s. and 12s. 6d. costs.—The Rock, 25
April, 1879.

ix. Curious Superstition.—On some parts of the Tweed thereis still a
belief amongst some illiterate persons in the power of fairies, who are
supposed to affect the produce of the fisheries, and it is the custom of
these, not only to impregnate the nets with salt, but also to throw
some of that commodity into the water for the purpose of blinding
the mischievous elves, who are said to prevent the fish from falling
victims to the snares laid for them. This practice was observed
near Coldstream the other day, and, strange to say, the net when
drawn to land, instead of being empty, as usual, contained two fine
salmon.-—Newcastle Daily Journal (March, 1879).

JouN GEoRrGE FENWICK.

X. Milton Well-dressing.—The ninth anniversary of this popular
festival took place on Monday and Tuesday, June 28rd and 24th,
1879, in a large field near the church, admirably suited for the purpose
of giving full scope to the numerous and varied amusements provided
by the Committee. The wells were artistically dressed with choice
flowers, representing scenes and devices, mottoes, &c. &c. The pro-
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Christian countries. Professor Ayrton read the myth of the origin of
the worship of the mirror, The main points in it are that when gods
alone inhabited the earth the sun-goddess one day hurt her hand with
her shuttle, having been suddenly frightened by a practical joke of her
brother the god of the sea. She indignantly retired to a cave. Dark-
ness followed, and the goddess had to be appeased. The wisest of the
gods suggested making an image of her more beantiful than herself.
The Japanese Vulcan fashioned a mirror in the shape of the sun, and
all the gods laughed and shouted, ¢ Here is a deity who surpasses even
your glory.” Woman's curiosity could not stand this. The goddess
peeped out, and while admiring herself in the mirror was caught and
dragged out bw a rice rope. The national traditions have it that this
sun-goddess (Amaterasu 6 mi Kami), sending her adopted grandson,
who was also the great-grandfather of the first Emperor of Japan, to
subdue the world, made him three presents: the maga-tama (the
precious stone, emblematical of the spirit of woman), the sword (em-
blematical of the spirit of man), and the mirror (emblem of her
own soul). “ Look,” she said, ‘‘on this mirror as my spirit, keep
it in the same house and on the same floor with yourself, and worship
it as if you were worshipping my actual presence.”— Times, 4 Febru-
ary, 1879.

xii. A Burmese Ceremony.—Mr. R. Hope Pilcher, junior secretary to
the Chief Commissioner in British Burmah, writing from Rangoon,
April 18, sends us, by direction of the Chief Commissioner, the follow-
ing description of a ceremony which was held on February 7 last, near
the eastern frontier of the Akyab district, on the occasion of the
reconciliation of two clans or villages of the Chin (or Khyeng) tribe
named Bainbah and Mantin, between which a blood feud had pre-
" viously existed. ¢ The description,” Mr. Pilcher adds, ¢ may perhaps
be valuable for ethnological purposes:— . . . . These preliminaries
being completed, the ceremony of taking the oath of friendship was
carried out—a ceremony of a unique and peculiar character, of -which
the following is a description:— At the foot of a Nyoung Bin, sup-
posed to be the residence of a ¢ Nat,’ a pot of khoung was placed half

P2
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November. The degenerate race of sportsmen, the Monde complains,
imitate St. Hubert's cynegetic passion rather than his prodigies of
penitence, and consider the slaughter of an innocent rabbit equal to
the death of tle mystical dragon overcome by the hero of the
Ardennes. The Duc d’Aumale, however, keeps up the tradition, and
at four in the morning he and his guests assembled in the parish
church, where his chief huntsman, Hourvari, held in a leash Rabagas,
the oldest member of the pack. Gravely seated on the steps of the
altar, Rabagas seemed to receive with some surprise the holy water
and the Orleans cockade which was attached to his neck, but he
committed no indecorum like his predecessor Corbean, who last year
devoured a wax candle. At the elevation of the host, the six hunts-
men sounded on the trumpet the blast of St. Hubert, and on leaving
the church they gave the “ Reveil du Veneur,” the ¢ Condé,” and the
“D'Orleans.” At eleven o’clock the Orleans Princes and 300 guests
hunted a stag, which, after a fine chase, was despatched in the Comelle
Ponds.—Times, 5 Nov. 1879.
Jorn FENTON.

xiv. An old Shrove Tuesday Custom.—My mother, who is an old
Nottinghamshire woman, between 70 and 80 years of age, tells me
that when she was a little girl it was a custom in the Ollerton district
of Nottinghamshire to always give the first piece of the first pancake
to the cock. If the country folk who were dining were not in posses-
sion of fowls of their own, a piece of the first pancake was always
cut off as soon as cooked and carried by a child or some other person
to a cock belonging to some near neighbour. Dinner was never com-
menced till the cock had consumed the piece of pancake.

W. G. SMiTH,

XV, Chapbodk Bibliography, ante, vol. i. p. 244.—Allow me to cor-
rect an oversight on this subject, where it is said that Nisard's
Histoire des Livres populaires ou de la litterature du Colportage (2
vols. 8vo. Paris 1854) is the only complete history of foreign Chapbooks.
Nisard, of -which a second edition, ‘ considerablement augmentée,” was
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Eilhart von Oberge, a poet in the train of Henry the Lion. A fragment
only of the romance by this author now exists.
Morte d’Arthur. Books viii. ix. x. xii. Compiled from the old Freneh
writers by Sir Thomas Malory, and first printed by Caxton in 1485.
Hans Sachs. The Tragedy of the strong love of Sir Tristrant for the fair
Queen Isalde. 1563.

Buesching und Von der Hagen. Buch der Liebe. Berlin, 1809. (A col-
lection of old romances from the sixteenth century.)

Von Groote. Tristan, von Meister Gotfrit von Strassburg, mit der Fort-
setzung des Meisters Ulrich von Thurheim., Berlin, 1821.

Mone, Einleitung in C. von Groote’s Aunsgabe von Tristan und Isolde.
Also Ueber die Sage von Tristan, &c. Heidelberg, 1822.

Francisque Michel. Tristan, recueil de ce qui reste des poemes relatifs 4
ses aventures, &c. Londres, 1835.

Immerman. Tristan und Isolde,&c. Duesseldorf, 1841.

Kurtz. Tristan und Isolde. Gedicht von Gottfried von Strassburg. Stutt-
gart, 1847.

Simrock. Tristan und Isolde, von Gottfried von Strassburg. Leipsig, 1856,

Ludwig Schneegans. Tristan, Trauerspiel, &c. Leipsig, 1865.

Welsh Triads (down to the seventh century) [Tristan mentioned in]. See
The Myvyrian Archsology of Wales.

Manuscript in the Library of Bern. [From Michel’s work.]

Two fragments of Douce (mentioned by Sir Walter Scott in his edition of
Sir Tristrem). [From Michel’s work.]

Extract from Le Donnez des Amans, in a MS. of Sir Thomas Phillipps.
[From Michel's work.]

This list is very imperfect of course, not being obtained from
original sources. But printing it as it stands may bring some cor-
rective notes and some additional information. What is wanted in each
case is an exact bibliographical title for each volume quoted. At all
events, it is a step, even if a faint one, in the direction of gathering
together such important facts as are here indicated.

G. L. GomMumE.

xviii. The Crow and the Fox (ante, vol. i. p. 288).—These lines
are simply a metrical paraphrase of one of Zsop’s Fables, the only
difference being that in Afsop the crow takes a piece of cheese from a
cottage window instead of the crust from a pedlar’s pack.

Geo. L. APPERSON.
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but cannot account for them., Perhaps some of the readers of the
Folk-Lore Record can supply some information on this subject.
F.G.

ii. Legend of Parsloe, Essex.—]1have been on the look-out for many
years for a remarkable legend connected with Parsloe, near Romford,
the old seat of the Fanshaws, concerning an ancestor of the family who
for some reason is condemned at certain times to drive about, headless
himself, in a carriage drawn by headless horses. Can any Essex
member of the Folk-Lore Society supply further particulars ?

M. N. 8.

ili. Royal Superstition.—Can any of the members refer me to the
origin of the following? ¢In the twelfth year of King Stephen he
wore his crown during Christmas at Lincoln, which no king, from
some superstitious feeling, had before ventured to do.”—Henry of
Huntingdon, bk. viii. See Notes and Queries, 5th ser. xii. p. 490.

G. L. GoMuE.

iv. The House that Jack built.—Can any member. tell me the origin
or history of ¢ The House that Jack built?” I have asked several
gentlemen versed in literatare, and who were likely to be interested
in folk-lore, but can obtain no information from them. Ina little
book entitled Service for the First Nights in Passover, a poem is
introduced so like the one in question that I think they must be con-
nected in some way. The latter begins with ¢ One only kid which
my father bought for two zuzine,” and then goes on with the feats of
the cat, dog, étaﬁ', fire, water, ox, which last is slain by the angel of
death; ¢ then came the Most Holy, blessed be He, who slew the angel
of death ;” when the series goes back regularly to the ¢ One only kid
which my father bought for two zuzine.” The author (Rev. A. P.
Mendes) says, “this poem is generally regarded as a parable, de-
scriptive of incidents in the history of the Jewish nation, with some
reference to prophecies yet unfulfilled.”—Service of the First Nights
of Passover according to the Custom of the German and Polish Jews,
(By the Rev. A. P. Mendes.) EL1za BELL,
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still-existing legends of their fall ; and here is quoted the familiar
tradition of Wayland the Smith, who in Scott’s romance is a mere
impostor, though the character to which he makes pretence belongs
to the genuine Teutonic legend. Deities became degraded also and
demonized by conquest—the conquering people adopting the deities
of the conquered as demons.

In the next part, devoted to ¢the Demon,” we have a classification
of demons, which Mr. Conway arranges according to the evils which
mankind has had to contend against in all ages. Thus then are
demons of heat, cold, and the elements ; animal demons, indicating
the animal power to harm mankind; man-demons from hostile tribes
or countries ; demons of hunger and famine, darkness, disease, and
death ; and demons arising from natural obstacles, such as mountains,
rocks, &c., and from illusions, such as Will-o’-the-Wisp.

The third part treats of the decline of the demons and the rise of
‘“the Dragon.” This deals with dragon superstitions and traditions
from all parts of the world, and the portions especially mentioning
the dragons of Great Britain might be usefully compared with the
chapter devoted to dragons in Mr. Henderson’s Folk-Lore of the
Northern Counties.

The fourth part, dealing with ¢the Devil,” occupies the whole of
the second volume. We have the devil distinguished from the dragon
of the preceding part, and then the questions of new gods diabolized,
Ahriman, the divine devil, Viswamitra, the theocratic devil, paradise
and the serpent, Adam and Eve, and the whole Hebrew traditions of
the devil treated of at some length. Finally witchcraft and the legends
of the Wild Huntsmen are brought to bear upon the question of
devil-lore.

The book is illustrated throughout with many useful wood-cuts
from sources not easily accessible, and there is a fairly good index.
Although many of the theories and much of the comment with which
Mr. Conway has surrounded his facts may not be acceptable to
students, the book is & great storehouse of new facts and extensive
researches, and altogether makes a valuable contribution to folk-lore
material.
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plan cannot, perhaps, be objected to as it follows that adopted by most
authors dealing with customs and superstitions ; and therefore becomes
more ready for comparison with the customs of other places. But the
time has certainly come when the whole subject of arrangement and
classification must be discussed and settled upon a properly ascer-
tained basis.

Among the most curious of Welsh wedding customs is that of
horse-weddings, a relic of the bride-lifting of primitive man. But in
attempting to explain the origin of this Mr. Sikes altogether misses its
importance when he refers the Welsh survival to a Roman origin sug-
gested by the well-known Rape of the Sabines. The Welsh horse-
wedding and the Roman Rape of the Sabines are more nearly con-
nected than by the unwelcome origin of conqueror imposing upon
conquered—the two customs belong to that primitive Aryan world
from which Roman and Welsh alike came. The division devoted
to bells, wells, stones, and dragons is valuable, as it brings together
much useful information not otherwise procurable. If Mr. Sikes,
however, had dived a little deeper into primitive life, he would have
found other theories for the origin of many of these customs than
those advanced. The stone chair, mentioned in page 362, for instance,
should have been compared with that engraved by Mr. Stuart in
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and referred to
a very primitive political custom—all the more valuable now because
the Scotch instance has found a parallel from Wales.

iii. Folk-Lore: or Superstitious Beliefs in the West of Scotland
within this Century. By James Napier, F.R.S.E. F.C.8. &ec.
(Paisley : Alex. Gardner, 1879) [1 vol. pp. vii. 190.]

Mr. Napier gives an interesting account of ¢ some of those super-
stitions now either dead or in their decadence, but which, within the
memory of persons now living, had a vigorous existence in the west of
Scotland.” His book is the more valuable that it is not a compilation
merely, but the result of personal observation and intercourse for the
past sixty years with friends and neighbours. These beliefs and obser-
vances he has compared, in many instances, with those of other parts
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Dam " from the Hottentots; * The Romance of Unyengebule;” ¢ News
from Zululand,” a legend believed to refer to the event which took place
on 22 Jan. 1879, a few miles from Rorke’s Drift; and ¢ The Story of
Ngangezwe and Mnyamana,” one of the many stories to be met with
all over the world, relating the jealousy of a stepbrother and step-
mother of a king’s eldest son and the ultimate trinmph of the hero.

Besides these there are some contributions to the customs and
superstitions of South Africa. It was always reported that the
Basuto had no gods, but from a remarkable passage in the diary of a
Berlin missionary this is shown to be an error. The"“ customs and
superstitions among the Betshuina ” are detailed, and an account is
given of the curious ceremony of Dipheku, a kind of yearly sacrifice
which is intended to protect the tribe from all the ills which might befall
it during the year. One part is specially devotéd to some of the customs
of the Ovahererd, and we have a valuable collection relating to customs
at birth, circumcision, filing of the teeth, shaving of the head, fasten-
ing of the false hair, betrothal, marriage, death, burial, sacrifice of
the deceased, customs performed at graves, and resurrection.

Considering the many difficulties which attend the production of
these journals—difficulties which begin with the first great essential,
namely, the want of means for printing, the South African Folk-Lore
Society is to be congratulated upon its success and thanked for its
endeavours. Communications from the lips of the aborigines, written
down in their own language and words, and accompanied by a trans-
lation in English, must be of enormous value to the students of
comparative folk-lore, for the benefit of whose branch of science,
says the preface to the first part, the journal is chiefly intended.*

ii. Old Celtic Romances. Translated from the Gaelic. By P. W.
Joyce, LL.D., T.C.D.,, M.R.ILA. (London: C. Kegan Paul
and Co. 1879.) [1 vol. pp. xx. 420.]

In the preface to this most interesting collection of folk-tales, Dr.
Joyce has done what all collectors should do if they want their works

* Members of the Society desirous of subscribing for the South African Folk-
Lore Journal should communicate with Mr. Nutt, 270, Strand.
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fairy-land so common to all branches of popular mythology ; there are
descriptions of some very primitive political institutions—some old
meeting-places and popular assemblies for example; there is the pre-
valence of the most favourite amusement of the ancient Irish chiefs,
the game of chess (already noticed in the story of Conn-eda, ante,
page 184), and many other glimpses into primitive life which cannot
now be mentioned. Dr. Joyce has also added a list of proper names,
with their original Gaelic forms and their meanings, to make the whole
work a most acceptable addition to folk-lore libraries.

iii. Popular Romances of the Middle Ages. By Sir George W. Cox,
M.A., Bart., and Eustace Hinton Jones. Second edition. (C.
Kegan Paul and Co. 1880.) [1 vol. pp. viii. 514.]

The re-appearance of this old favourite is sure to be welcomed.
What has been said, however, in the previous notice relative to the
necessity of collating all the old manuscripts of popular romances, is
all the more applicable in the present case. One of the most fitting
tasks for members of the Society to work upon would be to take Sir
George Cox’s book in hand and thoroughly examine the literary
sources of his collection, both English and foreign. The result of
such an examination would give a bibliographical study of great value.
There are no hints upon this subject in the preface to this volume, such
ag were so gladly welcomed in Dr. Joyce's Old Celtic Romances. We
are only told that ¢the tales are partly found in books not easily
accessible ;” but what should be made known to the student of folk-lore
is—what are the books here mentioned; where are they to be found;
and from what sources were they printed.

For mediseval romances have their special folk-lore value, as well as
the early tales. They frequently contain many important survivals of
olden-time institutions and customs, and often themselves can be traced
to an olden-time original. The story of Sir Tristrem, for example, has
been thus traced by Dr. Edward Tyrrel Leith in the Journal of the
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (see vol. ix, pp. 101-183),
perhaps not altogether satisfactorily, but still with sufficient skill and
learning to make one thankful for the attempt and its result. And

VOL. IL. Q
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Stallybrass is in error in supposing did appear in such second edition.
The translator in his short and intelligent preface announces two or
three modifications in the arrangement of the book, which will we
have no doubt meet the approval of English readers—two will cer-
tainly do so, namely, the addition of a full classified Bibliography,
and an accurate and detailed index to the whole work. Though
the 42 columns of index to the 1885 edition have in the fourth
edition been extended to 64, it has no claim to be considered a
‘¢ detailed " index.

The work is fittingly dedicated to Professor Max Miiller, who, when
the Society first thought of undertaking the translation, took so much .
interest in the good work as to promise a translation of some of the
chapters himself, even though his labours in other fields were so great.*

V. Basque Legends: Collected, chiefly in the Labourd, by Rev.
Wentworth Webster, M.A. With an Essay on The Basque
Language, by M. Julian Vinson. Together with Appendix:
Basque Poetry. Second edition. (London: Griffith and Farran,
1879.) [1 vol. pp. xvi. 276.]

This second edition was much wanted, and besides the original
material in the first edition an appendix has been added upon Basque
Poetry. Everything in connection with the Basques is most valuable
to the student of primitive man. Almost alone among European
people, they represent in language and customs a period of European
history which is far behind the literary era. These legends have
been collected from those who knew the Basque language only, and
the author has compared some of them to stories in Miss Frere’s Old
Deccan Days, Campbell’s Popular Tales of the West Hz'yhlands, and
other well-known works. But the work of comparison could be very
easily extended and indeed ought to be done thoroughly with all these
collections of primitive world lore. Turning to Patrick Kennedy's

* It should be remembered that the publishers, Mr. Sonnenschein being a
member of the Society, kindly consented to allow members of the Society to
purcbase this book at ten shillings instead of twelve, the ordinary publishing
price.

Q2
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(69.) Of a peasant who had murdered his wife, it is said in a Swedish
tale that he was turned into a cuckoo by our Lord as he was once
walking about with 8. Peter, and to the present day he retains his
murderous nature. (88.) Lucretius gives another reason (4, 986).
(85) is also a Swedish and Irish superstition. (103.) Compare Wuttke,
Der deutsche volksaberglaube. (115.) Thorburn (Bannu, or our
Afghan Frontier) heard the mother of a child who had quinsy say,
‘T'll go out on the road to-morrow, and ask the first horseman I
see riding a grey horse what remedy to apply, and whatever he says
'l do.’ (127.) A prayer against toothache. A similar prayer is
found in Wuttke from Westphalia and in Liége. (128.) This refers
to a symbolical new birth. (See my observations on ¢ Gervase of Tilbury,’
and in Zur volkskunde.) (140, 141.) These are founded on the
great homeopathic idea that what hurts also cures (see Zur volks-
kunde). (198.) This is also a Norwegian superstition (see Zur
volkskunde), according to which even the hens have a so-called
¢ unrest feather’ on their body. (194.) The idea lying at the bottom
of these superstitions I have discussed in the Zur volkskunde. (195.)
This belief is found elsewhere (see Grimm’s Deutsche Myth. &c.
&c.) Notes on Folk Tales —This essay is in the highest degree
worth reading. The tale of ¢ Susa No and the Oroche’ (Some Japan
Folk Tales) is found in Campbell's Circular Notes. A folk-tale
of the Hidatsa Indians—see my Zur volkskunde (Three Souls.)
Mr. Thoms's paper—the third point (Saint Peter’s Sextus) remains
unexplained. Plant-Lore Notes, No. 64; the warning against nutting
is in other countries more explicitly given, as it is meant against
levity of conduct, for which the nutting season gave occasion. Divi-
nation by the Blade-bone—to the authorities add Tylor’s Primitive
Culture, Grimm's Deutsche Mythologie, Giraldus Cambrensis, Itin.
Cambrie, Capt. Raverty's Selections of the Poetry of the Afghans,
Jaubert’s Idrisi. Some Italian Folk-Lore—in Campbell's Tales of
the Highlands, the slipper is of glass. The Merry Dun of Dover—the
author’s query is answered by reference to Miillenhof’s ‘Sagen, dc.
aus Schleswig-holstein und Lauenberg, No. 8323; the very same
incident occurs in a story there given.”
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to his daughter, Miss M. S. H. Stokes, and afterwards written down
in English by that very young lady, and excellently annotated by the
late Mrs. Stokes. The book, which is full of instruction as well as
interest, will probably be published here before long, edited, with a
prefatory essay on the connection of Indian with European folk-tales,
by Mr. W. R. 8. Ralston. It is to be hoped also that Mr. Murray
will soon publish a new edition of Miss Frere’s Old Deccan Days, that
delightful work being now out of print.—Athencum.

The Council have decided to issue The Folk-Lore Record in future
in two half-yearly parts instead of a yearly volume. They think that as
this publication is the chief means of intercommunication between mem-
bers, and will contain some of the papers read at the Evening Meetings,
current news on folk-lore, notes, queries, and general announcements,
the new plan will be found more acceptable to the members than the
present method. The parts will be issued in paper covers.

By the wish of many members, the Council have arranged for four
meetings of the Society for the reading and discussion of papers, to be
held at the rooms of the Royal Asiatic Society, 22, Albemarle Street,
at eight o’clock, on Tuesday, 9th December, 1879 ; Tuesday, 10th
February, 1880; Tuesday, 9th March, 1880; and Tuesday, 13th
April, 1880. The paper read on Tuesday, the 9th December, was
 Catskin, the English and Irish Peau d’Ane,” by Henry Charles .
Coote, Esq. F.S.A.; and papers for the other meetings will be duly
announced. Members may introduce, personally or by card, non-
members of the Society to the above meetings.

The publication for the year 1878 was—

THE FOLK-LORE RECORD, Parr I.

CONTAINING
Some West Sussex Superstitions lingering in 1868. By Mrs. Latham.
Miscellaneous:—
Notes on Folk-Tales. By W. R. S. Ralston, M.A.
The Folk-Lore of France. By A.Lang, M.A.
Some Japan Folk-Tales. By C. Pfoundes.
A Folk-Tale and various superstitions of the Hidatsa Indians. Communi-
cated by Dr. E. B. Tylor.
Chaucer’s Night-Spell. By William J. Thoms, F.S.A.
Plant-Lore Notes to Mrs. Latham’s West Sussex Superstitions. By James
Britten, F.L.S.






INDEX TO VOLS. I. AND II.

Acts prohibited (Malagasy), ii. 44

¢¢ Adam’s Grave,” name of a cromlech at Kilmun, Scotland, i. 241

African (South) Folk-Lore Journal, notice of, ii. 222-3

Agrioculture, cuckoo prognostications on, ii. 56-58

Airy-mouse, rhymes on (Cornwall), ii. 201

Alchemy in Chaucer, ii. 153-4

American Indian Folk-Tales, collection proposed, i. 252

Amusement, a class of folk-tales told for, i. 91

Ancestors, offerings to (Malagasy), ii. 24

Angelus instituted to scare away sprites (Provengaux), ii. 129

Anglia (East), unlucky tendency of primrose in, i. 158

Animal superstitions (Malagaay), ii. 20-27

Animals, power of speech on Christmas Eve (France), i. 102; fabulous (Malagasy),
ii. 27-29

Ant-hill, top of, thrown at oxen (Malagasy), ii. 24

Ants, believed to eat serpents (Malagasy), ii. 20

Apes (The), story of, i. 200-2 ; variants of, i. 202

Apparitions, query on, i, 246

Apperson (Geo. L.), on * The Crow and the Fox,” ii. 215

Apple used for wart-cures, i. 227

Apples, story of the three golden, of Lough Erne, ii. 180-193

April, first of, unlucky day, ii. 120-1

Arabian Nights contains a variant of Scotch story, i. 94

Arcana of night, query on the, ii. 216

Argyll family, tradition concerning burial-place of, i. 241

Aristophanes quoted on cuckoo proguostication, ii, 56

Aristotle quoted on cuckoo beliefs, ii. 64

Arum eaten at Hova house-warming (Malagasy), ii. 30

Ash-tree, used in wart-cures, i. 168, 224 ; preventive against witches, ii. 205

Astrology in Chaucer, ii. 145-163

Augury from wearing a shoe, i. 238 ; hand-itching, i. 240. See Divination.

Avar Tales quoted, i. 80

Aye-Aye, evil result of killing one (Malagasy), ii. 22
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Bohemian cuck~o belief, ii. 69

Border song, parallel from French ballad, i. 110

Bottle Hill, the legend of, variants of, i. 206

Brayton Bargh, local rhyme on, i. 172

Breeches (men’s) placed under mother’s head for protoction of child from fairies, ii, 197

Breton village custom, i. 101

Bride-feasts, minstrels at, mentioned in ‘Chaucer, ii. 157

Bridge, ghost thrown over keystone of the middle arch of, ii. 177

Brittany, Folk-Tale of, quoted, ii. 11; variant of Queen Angelica from, i. 196 ;
variant of Blue Beard from, i. 197; variant of Cinderella from, i. 192

Britten, James, Index of Folk-Lore in Hardwicke's Science Gossip, i. 180-6 ; on
Plant-lore Notes, i. 165-9

Bronté, Emily, a Yorkshire ballad quoted from, i. 105

Brownie, a sprite 80 called, ii. 198

Bruyére, M. his collection of British stories, i. 72

¢ Brynhild’s Magic Sleep,” story of, quoted, i. 84

Bucks, wart-cures in, i. 220

Buffalo, symbolical use of (Malagasy), ii. 24 ; legendary history of (Malagasy), ii. 22

Building houses, customs at (Malagasy), ii. 38

Bull-fighting (Malagasy), ii. 25

Burdens, customs on carrying of (Malagasy), ii. 39

Burial customs, Irish, ii. 201 ; Malagasy, ii. 82-37. See Funeral

Burial-place of Argyll family, tradition concerning, i. 241

Burial superstitions, fate of spirits of the unburied (Malagasy), ii. 22

Burmese ceremony, ii. 211-12

Burton bream, local rhyme on, i. 172

Bushman Folk-Lore, Government help for publication of, i, 251

Cakes (sacred), distribution of, i. 104

Calmuck story quoted, i. 86

Calverley Mill (Yorks.), local saying on, i. 169

Calypso, representative of Greek nyrophs, ii. 4

Campion (red), unlucky in Cumberland, i. 158

Carrington, Evelyn, on The White Paternoster, ii. 127-134

Castleford women, local rhyme on, i, 172 .

Cat, used by fairies, ii. 197; by witches, 5. ; born in May, superstition concerning,
ii, 205; wild, of evil omen (Malagasy), ii. 22

Cave of Coolagarronroe, tradition concerning, ii. 15.16

Chant for victory (Malagasy), ii. 37

Chapbooks, note on bibliography of, i. 244 ; ii. 213 ; extracts from, ii. 197.201 ;
reprints of, suggested, i. 243-4

Charms, use of, alluded to by Chaucer, ii. 159

Charms among Hidatsas, i. 144 ; Malagasy, ii. 42-46

Chastity, sign of, ii. 199

Chaucer, some Folk-Lore from, by Rev. F. G. Fleay, ii. 135-162
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Days, lucky and unlucky (Malagasy), ii. 30-33

Dead, beliefs connected with, in France, i. 101

Death, customs at (Malagasy), ii. 40 ; dread of (Malagasy), ii. 41; results from
planting Zahana tree (Malagasy), ii. 29

Demon stories, a divisional group of Grimm’s Folk-Tales, i, 97

Demons, killing cf, in Japanese Folk-Tale, i. 124

Denmark, cuckoo belief in, ii. 69-72

Destiny, stories relating to, i. 83-4

Devil (The), intercourse with women, belief in, ii. 97-8 ; meets nutters on Holy Rood
day, i. 155 ; puts his foot on the blackberries, i. 155; appears at reading of
Lord’s Prayer backwards, ii. 205

Devonshire, cuckoo belief in, ii. 62 ; cuckoo rhyme in, ii. 48 ; wart-cures in, i.
217-8, 227 ; witcheraft in, 1879, ii. 207

Devonshire Folk-Lore, notice of committee appointed to collect, ii. 230

Dewsbury (Yorks,), local rhyme on, i. 174

Dighton, connected with Hull in local rhyme, i. 162

Divination by the blade-bone, i. 175-9; by lot and by birds, mentioned by Chaucer,
ii. 160 ; love, i. 156

Diviner, obviates unlucky birth-month (Malagasy), ii. 32

Doncaster daggers, local saying on, i. 172

Dragon and serpent legends, query on, i. 247

Dragon (sea), visit to, in Japanese Folk-Tale, i, 125-6

Dragon-shrine in Japanese Folk-Tale, i. 127

Dreams, Chaucer's, ii. 142-4; of treasure-trove, i. 287 ; faith in, by Hidatsas, i. 144

Drypole, destruction of, mentioned in local rhyme, i, 162 '

Dublin, superstition connected with the Yarrow in, i. 156

Ducks, Cornish saying concerning their laying, ii. 202

Dung (cow), placed at foot of tombstone (Malagasy), ii, 41

Durham, charm for new tooth in, i. 237 ; cuckoo belief in, ii. 62; dragon legend in,
i, 247 ; superstitions in, ii. 205; wart-cures in, i, 217-18, 220

Dwarfs, belief in, ii. 100 ; stories about, quoted, i. 85-6

Eagle, the white, mentioned by Chaucer, ii, 159

Ear, glowing of, sign of heing talked about, mentioned in Chaucer, ii. 159

Earth (and water), from tomb of sovereign, ordeal by (Malagasy), ii. 35 ; plastered
over face (Malagasy), ii. 45

East, sleeping with head to the (Malagasy), ii. 37

East, sources of some stories from the, i. 82, 96

Easter-day custom in France, i. 101

Eating customs (Malagasy), ii. 31

Eclipse myths, a divisional group of Grimm’s Folk-Tales, i. 97

Eel’s blood used in wart-cures, i. 219

Eight, unlucky number (Malagasy), ii. 38

Egeria, a type of the future, ii. 2

Elder, an amulet for epilepsy, i. 221 ; used for wart-cures, i. 222-3






INDEX. 239

Folk-Tales (collections of ), American-Indian, proposed, i. 252 ; English (three), ii.
178-179 ; of Hidatsa Indians, i. 186-1438 ; of Japan, i. 117-135 ; Malagasy, note
on discovery of, ii. 19

Folk-Tales, origin of, discussed, i. 73-76,115 ; theory of origin of European, i. 37;
variants of, i, 114-15, ii. 9-17

Foud, custom of tusting before giving (Malagasy), ii. 37

Foretelling, péwer of, by the cuckoo, ii. 85-90

Fowl, laying of egg by, considered as an omen (Malagasy), ii, 26 ; certain portions
for superiors’ food (Malagasy), ii. 24

France, the Folk-Lore of, i. 99-117; proverb of, quoted, ii. 65 ; sporting ceremony
of, ii. 212-13

France (the Folk-Tales of ), no collection of, i. 113; resemblance to Italian, i. 187,
213; non-Celtic origin of, i. 212; a Folk-Tale related, ii. 9-11; variants of
Cinderella, i. 192 ; of Petite Patendtre Blanche, ii. 128 ; of Ugly Gourd, i. 195

Friday, Durham superstitions concerning, ii. 205

Friday in Lide, festival on (Cornwall), ii. 201-2

Frog Prince, the, probably of Eastern origin, i. 82

Frog Spouse, variants in Grimm, i. 97

Funeral custom in Scotland, ii. 214. See Burial

Galloway, wart-cures in, i, 218-227

“ Gay goss-hawk,” parallels to ballad of, i. 110

Germander speedwell, a death-omen in Yorkshire, i. 159

Germany, cuckoo beliefs in, ii. 53-4, 59, 71 ; cuckoo legend quoted, ii. 77 ; cuckoo
money in, ii. 90 ; cuckoo saying in, ii. 87 ; egg superstition in, ii. 228 ; variant
of a Folk-Prayer in, ii. 130; nightingale in, ii. 5 ; proverbs of, quoted, ii.
65, 73

Ghost, The laying of the, a tale, ii. 176-7

Ghosts, go about at night, ii. 197 ; stories told about, ii. 201 ; belief in, among
Hidatsas, i. 143. See Spirits

@lamour, origin of, noted, ii. 122 )

Gloucestershire, cuckoo rhyme, ii. 48 ; dragon legend, i. 247 ; wart-cures, i. 228

Goats, superstitious dislike to (Malagasy), ii. 22

Gomme, G. L., bibliography of Sir Tristrem, ii. 214.15; local rhymes and sayings,
i. 249 ; legendary origin of British towns, i. 250 ; royal superstition, ii. 217 ;
well-finding, i. 240

Googe's (Barnabe) Popish Kingdom, notice of publication of, ii. 230

Gotham (wise men of), legends of, guoted, ii. 67

Gowk, origin of the term, ii. 72 ; gowk's nest, legend of, ii. 72.73 ; gowk-storm,
ii, 52-53

Graelent, the story of, ii. 8

Greece, belief in fates, i. 83; custom of, identical with Malagasy, ii. 24 ; nymphs,
characteristics of, ii. 3 ; proverb of, quoted, ii. 70

Grimm's collection of Folk-Tales, rough classification of, i. 96-98

Grimm’s Teutonic Mythology, notice of translation, i, 250, ii. 226-27

-
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Hull, rhymes on, i. 162

Hull-cheese, rhyme on, i. 162

Human spirits pass into crocodiles (Malagasy), ii. 21
Hunchback story, variants of, i. 89

Husband, dream of future, i. 157

Husk Myths, a divisional group of Grimm's Folk-Tales, i. 97

Ignis Fatuus, query on, i. 247

Ilkley Wells, fairies at, i. 229-81

Index of Folk-Lore in Hardwicke’s Science Goseip, i. 180-6

Indexes of Folk-Lore works proposed, i, 261

Indian Fairy Tales, notice of new work on, ii. 230-1

Indian, legend on the origin of a stone circle, ii. 178-9 ; well-finding, i. 242

Ingleborough, local rhyme on, i. 167

Ipswich, judgment on swearers at, i. 238

Ireland (Folk-Lore of), blackberry superstition, i. 155 ; burial eustom,. ii.. 201 ;
cuckoo saying, ii. 63 ; query on MS. collection of legends, i. 250 ; tradition
related, ii. 16-17 ; wart-cures, i, 221, 223-4

Ireland, story of Conn-eda, ii. 180-193

Twalian Folk-Lore, Some, by H. C. Coote, i. 187-215

Italy (Folk-Lore of), parallel to French, i. 187 ; cuckoo belief in, ii. 61 ; belief in.
fates, i. 83 ; fatuae of, ii. 2-3

Italy, variants of folk-prayer in, ii.. 130-1

Italy (Folk-Tales of ), resemblance to French, i. 213 ; a folk-tale related, ii. 12-15;
variant of Cinderella, i. 188-92

Japan, Folk-Tales of, i. 117-35 ; parallel folk-tale in France, i. 114 ; story quoted, i.
88 ; magio mirror of, ii. 210-11 ; proverbs, promise of a.collection, i. 252

Joan the Wad, Cornish name of a pisky, ii. 202.

Joe, story of, i. 204-6

Joyce’s Old Celtic Romances, notice of, ii. 328-25

Kaffir Folk-Lore, projected publication of collection of, i. 251
Kelpy, characteristics of, ii. 198 ; stories told about, ii. 201
Kent, nutting superstition in, i. 155

Kilpatrick, Scotland, ballad from, i. 235-6

King and his knights turned to stones, ii. 177

Kings, Malagasy customs relating to, ii. 23-6

Kirghis tale, variants of, in Russia, i. 91

Kit with the Can’stick, query on, i. 247

Kite, considered of evil omen (Ma.laguy), i, 26

Knots used for wart-cures, i, 221

Lalomeéna, a fabulous animal (Malagasy), ii. 27
Lancashire, cuckoo belief, ii, 50 ; wart-cures in, i. 217-18, 220-1
VOL. II. « R
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Medicine. See Folk Medicine

Mermaids, beliefs in, ii. 102-7

Mermen, belief in, ii. 103

Merry Dun of Dover, query on, i. 246; answered, ii. 229

Metamorphosis, in Japanese folk-tale, i. 130 ; in Normandy ballad, i. 106

Middlesex, the shepherd’s purse unlucky in, i. 159

Midlothian, cuckoo beliefs in, ii. 90

Miller at the Professor’s Examination, tale of, ii. 173-6

Mirror, the magic, of Japan, ii. 210-11

Moloch fires, survival of, in France, i. 101

Money (cuckoo), ii. 90

Mongol Tales, special interest of, i. 87 ; specimen quoted, i. 87

Monster, evil, folk-tale of, i. 136-143

Months, lucky and unlucky (Malagasy), ii. 31-2 .

Moon, man in the, mentioned by Chaucer, ii. 1568 ; waning of, unfavourable time
(Malagasy), ii. 32; weather infl d by, mentioned by Ch , i, 159

Moon (full), warts cured at, i. 219-20

Moon (new), dead buried at (Malagasy), ii. 32

Moral class of stories, i. 79-81 ; specimens quoted, i. 89

Moral and mythological stories. See Mythological

Mourning custom (Malagasy), ii. 39

Murder, belief as to person guilty of, ii. 101

Mjythological stories, a class of folk-tales, i. 79, 81-3 ; Grimm’s collection of, i. 97-8

Mythological and moral stories, specimens of, i. 87-91

Names, unlucky to pronounce their own (Malagasy), ii. 39

Napier, James, on Old Ballad Folk-Lore, ii. 92-126

Napier's Folk-Lore in the West of Scotland, notice of, ii. 221-2

Nature Myths, probable, in Grimm's Folk-Tales, i. 97; some stories resolved into,
i. 81

Neck, a sheaf of wheat plaited, a Cornish custom, ii. 202

New Year’s feast, oxen blessed at (Malagasy), ii. 23 ; things eaten at, use of (Mala-
gasy), ii. 40

Newcastle cuckoo saying, ii. 63

Nightingale, contest with cuckoo, ii. 55 ; knows human actions, ii. 107

Night-spell in Chaucer, i. 145-154

Nine, unlucky number (Malagasy), ii. 38

Norfolk, cuckoo rhyme, ii. 48, 58 ; primrose unlucky in, i. 158 ; witcheraft in, 1879,
ii. 207-8

North, sleeping with head to the (Malagasy), ii. 37

Northamptonshire, cuckoo beliefs in, ii. 90 ; cuckoo-lamb, ii. 74; cuckoo rhymes, ii.
87; wart-cures in, i. 217-18, 227

Northern (ancient) nations, destiny stories not prominent among, i. 83

Northumberland, cuckoo legend, ii. 67; cuckoo saying, ii. 66 ; cuckoo rhyme, ii. 50;
wart-cures in, i. 217, 218, 220-1, 226-7
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Poison ordeal (Malagasy), ii. 33-34

Poles, cuckoo belief among the, ii. 86

Pomfret, local saying on, i. 168

Popinjay, speaking of, ii. 109

Popular fiction, history of, suggested, i. 244-5

Prayers, Folk. See ¢ Paternoster

Primrose, solitary, unlucky, i. 158

Provence, devotional fragment in, quoted, ii. 129 :

Proverbs, quoted, ii. 57, 59, 65, 70, 78, 203 ; from Chaucer, ii. 186-42
Puss-in-Boots, moral nature of this story, i. 79 ; variants of, i, 79-80, 114

Queen Angelica, story of, i. 195-6; variants of, i. 196

Radloff’s collection of South Siberian Folk-Lore, quoted, i. 90

Rain, a preventive of, ii. 205

Ralston, W. R. S., Notes on Folk-Taules, i. T1-98

Raskelfe (Yorks.), local rhyme on, i. 172

Rawdon Billing (Yorks.), local saying on, i. 169

Reaping-time, oxen killed at (Malagasy), ii. 23

Rhymes (Local) and Sayings, Yorkshire, i. 160-75

Rhymes (local) and sayings, query on, i. 249

Riddles, popularity of in the East, i. 91

Ring, futurity seen through, ii. 116

Rippon rowels, local saying on, i. 168

Rish, Cornish term for a list, ii. 203 ‘

Rivers, Yorkshire, characteristics of some, i. 167

Robert, the herb, death omen in Cumberland, i, 169

Robin Goodfellow, a sprite, ii. 198

Rollright Stones, a legend of, ii. 177-79

Roman village custom, i. 108-4 ; custom identical with Malagasy, ii. 24

Romances, mention of the reading of, in Chaucer, ii. 158-9

Rona (Scotland), cuckoo superstition, ii. 86

Roper’s News, a Cornish saying, ii. 203

Roseberry Topping, local saying on, i. 168-9

Rose’s Hole (Herts.), legend of, i. 286-7

Royal superstition, query on a, ii. 217

Royalty, superstitions concernirig (Malagasy), ii. 37

Russia, cuckoo in, ii. 61; influence of fatalism in, i. 83 ; king of, a hero in French
story, ii. 9-11 ; witcheraft in, 1879, ii. 207

Russia (Folk-Tales of), quoted, i. 80, 81, 83 ; variants of, i, 91-2

Sacrifice of maidens to mountain-god in Japanese story, i, 120-2
Sacrifices (Malagasy), ii. 24

Sacrificial nature of wart-charms, i. 218

Saddlewick, Parson of, local saying on, i. 167
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8ix, unlucky number (Malagasy), ii. 38 :

Slavs, gender of cuckoo among, ii. 61 ; belief in fates, i. 83

‘¢ Sleeping Beauty, The,’’ a nature myth i.81 ; its origin, i.78-5; variants in Grimm,
i. 97

8mith, Charles C., on Fairies at Ilkley Wells, i. 229-31

Smith, W. G. on Nottinghamshire pancake custom, ii. 213; on funeral custom in
Scotland, ii. 214 .

Snail used as a wart-charm, i. 218

Sneezing, customs at (Malagasy), ii. 86; ordea.l by (Malagasy), ii. 36

Somersetshire, cuckoo legend, ii. 68 '

Song chanted at circumcision ceremonies, described ( Malaga.sy), ii. 25

Songdmby, a fabulous beast (Malagasy), ii. 27

Songs, French, quoted, i. 101, 103, 105, 106, 109, 110

Soul, superstition concerning flight of the, in France, i. 102

Souls, belief in four, to every human being (Hidatsas), i. 144

Sovereign, customs at death of (Malagasy), ii. 40. See King, Rojyalty

Spain, variant of folk-prayer in, ii, 132 ; proverb quoted, ii. 59

Spiders’ webs used in wart-cures, i. 226

Spirit superstition from Pekin, i. 237

Spirits of the dead, visitation by, ii. 110-12 -

Spittle (cuckoo), ii. 81-8 ; medicinal virtue of, after waking (Malagasy), ii. 37; used
for wart cures, i. 226

Sporting ceremony, France, ii. 212-13

Spring, known as cuckoo time, ii. 54

Sprotborough, local rhyme on, i. 166

Spunkie, name for Willy-and-the-Wisp, ii. 197

Stanton Drew, tradition of stone circle at, ii. 179

Stephens, Professor Dr. George, on extracts from chap-books, ii. 197-201

Stone-boiling, ordeal by (Malagasy), ii. 34

Stone-worship, authorities on, ii. 179

Stones used in wart-cures, i. 220

Stones, traditions concerning great, ii. 178-9 ;.. necessity of collectmg traditions,
ii. 179

Stories, requirements for collecting, i. "2-3

Straw used in wart-cures, i. 221

Suffolk, cuckoo rhyme, ii. 48; nutting auperstmon in, i. 155 wart-cures m,n 217;
yarrow superstition in, i. 156

Suggestions for future work, i, 243-6 i

Sunday, unlucky for Hova sovereign to commence journey (Malagasy), ii. 33 ; unlucky
among players to work on, ii. 204-6

Superstitions, of France, i. 100, 104 ; of Hidatsa Indians, i. 143-4 ; Malagasy, ii. 19-46;
seamen’s, i. 249

Sussex, first cuckoo day, ii. 52; cuckoo-keeper in, ii. 67; cuckoo rhyme, ii, 49 ;
dragon legend, i. 248

Sussex (West) Superstitions, by Mrs, Latham, i. 1-67 (see special Index)
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Village ceremony in France, i. 103
Village custom at Biddenham, i. 242
Villages removed when death occurs (Malagasy), ii. 41

Wales, cuckoo rhyme, ii. 53 ; proverb, ii. 70; wart-cures in, i. 223

Walker, Henry Aston, on burial-place of Argyll family, i. 241-2; on Burmese
ceremony, ii. 211-12

‘Wakefleld, local saying on, i. 161

Wakefield, manor of, connected with Halifax gibbet law, i. 165

‘Wake-plays, mentioned by Chaucer, ii. 160 ’

‘Wake-vigils, mentioned by Chaucer, ii. 160

War-chant (Malagasy), ii. 37

Wart and Wen Cures, by James Hardy, i. 216-28

‘Warts, remedy for, in connection with ash, i. 158

Water in natural hollows used for wart-cures, i. 223

Water (hot) and stone, ordeal by (Malagasy), ii. 34

‘Weather lore, Chaucer on, ii. 159 ; cuckoo, ii. 63 ; Malagasy, ii. 39

‘Webster's Basque Legends, notice of, ii. 227-8

Wedding customs, from Japanese folk-tale, i. 131-3

Well-dressing at Milton, ii. 209

Well-finding in India, i. 239-40

Wells, purifying power f water, ii. 100-1

Wen-cures. See“ Wart *’

Werra, the Slav deity, custom cencerning on new year's eve, i. 149

Westmoreland, cuckoo beliefs in, ii. 90 ; wart-cures in, i. 220

Wetherby, local rhyme on, i. 173

White’s Way to the True Church, quoted for folk-lore, i. 152

White Cat, variant of, French story of, i. 202

‘White Paternoster, suggested reading of Witch’s Paternoster,i. 160 See* Paternoster »

Whittington and his Cat, moral nature of this story, i. 80 ; variants of, i. 80

Whooffey Brow bogle, a sprite so called, ii. 198

‘Wicklow, superstition connected with the yarrow, i. 157

William of Lindholme, legend of, i. 173

Willy-and-the-Wisp, characteristics of, ii, 197; stories told about, ii. 201

Wiltshire cuckoo rhyme, ii. 49

Wind, pregnostication of, by pigs carrying straw, ii. 206

Winds, personified in French and Italian folk-lore, i. 215

Winkabank, local rhyme on, i. 166

Witcheraft (modern belief in), England, in 1844, ii. 206; in 1879, ii. 208-9 ;
Hidatsa Indians, i. 144 ; Indian, i. 242 ; Provence, ii. 129; Malagasy, ii. 33,
42-6 ; Russia, ii, 208-9

Witchcraft (traditional belief in) in ballads, ji. 98-101

‘Witch’s Paternoster, suggested reading for White Paternoster, i. 150

Witches, characteristics of, ii. 197 ; preventive against, ii, 205 ; stories told about, ii.
201 ; similarity of, in France and Italy, i. 213-4
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Witch-ladies, belief in, ii. 116, 120, 124

Woman, unlucky-to players if one first enters theatre, ii. 204
‘Woodman, story of, i. 196-7; variants of, i. 197

‘Worcestershire, cuckoo belief, ii. 52 ; primrose unlucky in, i. 1568
Worm, traditions concerning a fabulous (Malagasy), ii. 27

‘Worms, cure for, ii. 205

‘Wright, Thomas, four transcripts by, ii. 165-79

‘Wryneck, the cuckoo’s harbinger, ii. 62

Yarrow, used for love divinations, i. 156-7; possession of, attended with luck, i. 157 ;
used in witcheraft, i. 167

York, old rhymes on, i. 160-2

Yorkshire, ballad parallels in Denmark and Provence, i. 106 ; cuckoo beliefs, ii.
90; cuckoo rhymes, ii. 87 ; cuckoo saying, ii. 62, 64 ; dragon legend, i. 248 ;
germander speedwell, a death omen, i. 159 ; local rhymes and sayings, i.
160-75 ; wart cures, i. 217, 220-1. See ** Ilkley,” * Nun Monkton ”

Yorkshiremen, local sayings on, i. 168,174-5

Yule-log, parallel in France, i. 102

Zihana tree, superstition concerning (Malagasy), ii. 29.
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@he Solh- Fore Society,

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL,

29 MAY, 1879.

In presenting the First Annual Report to the Members of the
Society, the Council think they have great reason for con-
gratulation upon the very general welcome that has been
afforded to the undertaking, both by the general public and the
press. The formation of the Society, first proposed in Notes and
Queries, was supported by other literary journals, and from the
commencement a steady increase in the number of Members has
been made. The preliminary list contained 129 names; in
December, 1878, the number was 180, and at the present moment
the roll shows over 220 Members.

The Council, convinced by the experience of the past year
that the establishment of a Folk-Lore Society had become
thoroughly necessary to the student-world, think it is not an
inopportune moment to state shortly what special branches of
knowledge seem to them to be embraced under the term ¢ Folk-
Lore.”

The origin of the term ¢ Folk-Lore ” is no doubt pretty gene-
rally known, but the Council think that the First Report of
the Society should contain a full reference to the source from
which the term is derived. In The Atheneum of the 22nd
August, 1846, the following letter was printed :—

Anugust 12,
Your pages have so often given evidence of the interest which you take in
what we in England designate as Popular Antiquities, or Popular Literature
(though by-the-bye it is more a Lore than a Literature, and would be most aptly
described by a good Saxon compound Folk-Lore—the Lore of the People)—that
I am not without hopes of enlisting your aid in garnering the few ears which are

remaining scattered over that field from which our forefathers might have
gathered a goodly crop.
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The Nursery Rhyme which I have quoted is, I am aware, well known. But
the manner in which it was applied is not recorded by Hone, Brande, or Ellis;—
and is one of those facts which, trifling in themselves, become of importange when
they form links in a great chain—one of those facts which a word from the
Athenewm would gather in abundance for the use of future inquirers into that
* interesting branch of literary antiquities—our Folk Lore.

AMBROSE MERTON.

P.S.—It is only honest that I should tell you I have long been contemplating
a work upon our Folk-Lore (under that title, mind Messrs. A, B. and C, so
do not try to forestall me);—and I am personally interested in the smccess of
the experiment which I have in this letter, albeit imperfectly, urged you to
undertake.

The suggestion thus made met with the kindly and cordial
support of the Editor of the Atheneum, Mr. Dilke. It was fol-
lowed up a fortnight later by a second letter from ¢ Ambrose
Merton,” suggesting special subjects of inquiry, such as elves,
fairies, pixies, headless steeds, howdening, the barguest, local
feasts, &c., and led to a large number of very interesting
letters, which are to be found in the subsequent numbers of
the Atheneum. A generation has almost passed away since
“ Ambrose Merton” wrote this letter—it is now one of the
records of past literary history—yet perhaps there are but fow
members of the Folk-Lore Society who do not know that under
that name its valued Director, Mr. Thoms, first publicly proposed
the collection of Folk-Lore, which after thirty-two years he
has seen practically carried out by the establishment of the
Society.

Since the time when it was first introduced the term Folk-
Lore has found favour both with the antiquary and the scientist.
It is now duly incorporated in English dictionaries, and has also
extended beyond English-speaking countries, having been adopted
in Germany.

It is more difficult to explain what branches of knowledge are
properly understood to be included under this generic title.
The study of Folk-Lore has been extended far beyond the
original conception. Stated broadly, it may be said to stand
towards the history of a people in a position exactly corresponding
to that in which the fumous ¢ unwritten law” stands towards
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In the first prospectus issued by the Council the following
divisions were made in the scope of the Society’s labours :—

1. The reprinting of scarce books or articles on English Folk-
Lore, and the collection and printing of scattered materials
now existing in English olden-time literature.

2. The publication of original communications on Folk-
Lore.

3. The printing of accounts of Folk-Lore of the Colonies
and of foreign countries.

4. The collection and printing of the Folk-Lore of savage
tribes.

The Council, keeping these objects steadily in view, have
established the ¢ Folk-Lore Record,” for the purpose of pub-
lishing all papers and contributions not suitable for various
reasons (such as length, &e.) for separate publication; and they
think this volume, together with the list of proposed subjects
already in preparation for publication, will be found to cover
some portion of the ground over which their labours extend.

The publication for the year 1878 was—

THE FOLK-LORE RECORD, Parr I.

CONTAINING

Some West Sussex Superstitions lingering in 1868. By Mrs. Latham.
Miscellaneous:—
Notes on Folk-Tales. By W. R. S. Ralston, M.A.
The Folk-Lore of France. .By A. Lang, M.A.
Some Japan Folk-Tales. By C. Pfoundes.
A Folk-Tale and various superstitions of the Hidatsa Indians. Communi-
cated by Dr. E. B. Tylor.
Chaucer’s Night-Spell. By William J. Thoms, F.S.A.
Plant-Lore Notes to Mrs. Latham’s West Sussex Superstitions. By James
Britten, F.L.S.
Yorkshire Local Rhymes and Sayings.
Divination by the Blade-bone. By William J. Thoms, F.S.A.
Index to the Folk-Lore in the First Series of Hardwicke’s “ Science-Gossip.”
By James Britten, F.L.S.
Some Italian Folk-Lore. By Henry Charles Coote, F.S.A.
Wart and Wen Cures. By James Hardy.
Fairies at Ilkley Wells, By Charles C. Smith.
Notes. Queries. Notices and News.
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and a very carefully compiled index has been prepared by
Mr. Thomas Satchell. The Council have decided to offer this
work for sale to the public at a price exceeding the proportion
subscribed by Members, and they have appointed Messrs.
W. Satchell, Peyton, and Co. publishers to the Society for this
purpose. 7

Members should forward to the Honorary Secretary, as early
as possible, papers intended for the Folk-Lore Record, Part I1.
Every paper is submitted to a reading committee of the Council.

The following papers have been accepted :—

The Neo-Latin Fay. By Henry Charles Coote, F.S.A.

Malagasy Folk-Lore and Popular Superstitions. By the Reverend J. Sibree, Jun.,
The Folk-Lore of Modern Greece. By A. Lang, M.A.

The Folk-Lore of Chancer. By the Reverend F. G. Fleay.

Other works are in active preparation. Thef include the
following :—

Excerpts from two Early-English Folk-Lorists.

Notes for a History of English Chaupbooks and Penny Histories.

East Sussex Superstitions. By the Reverend W. D. Parish.

Folk-Medicine. By William George Black. ]

Folk-Lore and Provincial Names of British Birds. By the Reverend Charlee
Swainson.

The Merry Tales of the Wise Men of Gotham. To be edited, with illustrative
Notes and an Introductory Essay on English Noodledom, by William J.,
Thoms, F.S.A.

The Folk-Lore of Lincolnshire. By Edward Peacock, F.S.A.

The Folk-Lore contained in the Gentleman’s Magazine. By G. Laurence
Gomme, F.S.A.

The Denham Tracts. To be edited by James Hardy.

Notes on the Folk-Lore of the North-East of Scotland, By the Reverend Walter
Gregor.

Index to the Folk-Lore in “ Notes and Queries.” By James Britten, F.L.S.

On Madagascar Folk-Lore. By the Reverend J. Sibree.

In April of last year it will be remembered that the Council
prepared and issued forms for the compilation of a Bibliography
of English Folk-Lore. But almost immediately a Member
came forward and offered the use of his valuable collection, made
for a bibliography of superstitions and religious belief, which was
the result of many years’ work, involving among other labours the
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Council would most gladly urge the adoption of this saggestion,
but do not see their way clear, at present, to recommend the
expenditure of any portion of the income of the Society for this
object.

The Council early last year promulgated the following code of
Rules which they recommend to the Members for confirmation :—

1. “The Folk-Lore Society ” has for its object the preserva-
tion and publication of Popular Traditions, Legendary Ballads,
Local Proverbial Sayings, Superstitions and Old Customs
(British and Foreign), and all subjects relating to them.

II. The Society shall consist of Members being subscribers to
its funds of One Guinea annually, payable in advance on the 1st
of January in each year.

III. A Member of the Society may at any time compound
for future annual subscriptions by payment of Ten Guineas over
and above the subscription for the current year.

IV. An Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held
in London at such time and place as the Council from time to
time appoint. No Member whose subscription is in arrear
shall be entitled to vote or take part in the proceedings of the
Meeting.

V. The affairs of the Society, including the admission of
Members, shall be conducted by a President and a Council of
twelve Members, who shall from among themselves elect a
Director, Treasurer, and Secretary. The Council shall nave
" power to fill up occasional vacancies in their number.

VI. At each Annual General Meeting all the Members of the
Courcil shall retire from office, but shall be eligible for re-
election.

VII. The accounts of the receipts and expenditure of the
Society shall be audited annually by two Auditors, to be elected
at the General Meeting.

VIII. Any Member who shall be one year in arrear of his
subscription shall cease to be a Member of the Society.

IX. Every Member (whose subscription shall not be in
arrear) shall be entitled to a copy of each of the ordinary works
published by the Society.
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12 FIRST REPORT, MAY 1879,

STATEMENT OF THE AUDITORS.

Wz, the Auditors appointed to examine the Accounts of the
Folk-Lore Society, hereby certify that the Treasurer has pro-
duced to us the Bankers’ pass-book and the accounts and vouchers
for the year ending 31st December, 1878, and we also certify
that the above statement of Receipts and Expenditure is correct.
We have received a statement from the Honorary Secretary to
the effect that a further sum of £73 10s. Od. has been received
during the present year on account of the subscriptions for 1878,
and that the amount of the outstanding liabilities on 31st Decem-
ber, 1878, was £122 7s. 0d.

EpwARD HAILSTONE.
JoHN TOLHURST.

15 May, 1879.
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ANNUAL MEETING.

The First Annual Meeting of the Folk-Lore Society was held
on Thursday, 29th May, 1879, at the Rooms of the Royal
Asiatic Society, 22, Albemarle Street, at 4 o’clock p.m.

The Earl of VERULAM, President, in the Chair.

The PRESIDENT opened the Meeting with a short address and
moved the adoption of the Report of the Council.

The Secretary having read the Report,

Mr. W.J. THoMS seconded the motion of adoption, and pointed
out that though the Report stated that the origin of the word
Folk-lore was due to him, the origin of the Society was really
due to the suggestion of a lady correspondent of Notes and
Queries, whom he could not name beyond saying that she wrote
under the signature of St. Swithin.

The Secretary then read the Treasurer’s Account and the
Statement of the Auditors.

It was proposed by General ALLAN, and seconded by Mr. A.
Nurt, ¢ That the account and statement be approved and
adopted, and that the thanks of the Meeting be given to the
Auditors and Treasurer.”

The Secretary having read the names of the Members of the
Council, it was moved by Mr. ToLEURST, and seconded, ¢ That
the Council for the past year be re-elected.”

It was moved by Mr. HiLy, and seconded, ¢ That Mr. Edward
Hailstone and Mr. John Tolhurst be the Auditors of the Society
for the ensuing year.”

It was proposed by Mr. SoLLy, and seconded by Mr.
CHURCHILL, ‘‘ That the thanks of the Meeting be given to Mr.
William J. Thoms, F.S.A., for his services as Director.”

1t was proposed by Mr. CHURCHILL, and seconded by Mr.
BriTTEN, ¢ That the thanks of the Meeting be presented to Mr.
Vaux, and the Royal Asiatic Society, for the privilege of
meeting in their rooms.”

The foregoing Resolutions were all carried unanimously.

It was proposed by Mr. W. R. S. RaLsToN, seconded, and
carried unanimously, ¢ That this Meefing desires to express its
best thanks to the Earl of Verulam for presiding at this—the
first General Meeting of the Society.”






@fficers and Fembers of the Society,

PRESIDENT.
THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF VERULAM, F.R.G.S.

COUNCIL.
JAMES BRITTEN, F.L.S. PROFESSOR MAX MULLER,M.A,
HENRY C. COOTE, F.S.A. F. OUVRY, F.S.A.
SIR W. R. DRAKE, F.S.A. W. R. 8. RALSTON, M.A.
G. L. GOMME, F.S.A. EDWARD SOLLY, F.R.S. F.8.A.
HENRY HILL, F.S.A. WILLIAM J. THOMS, F.S.A.
A. LANG, M.A. EDWARD B. TYLOR, LL.D.

DIRECTOR.—WILLIAM J., THOMS, F.S.A.
TREASURER.—SIR WILLIAM R. DRAKE, F.S.A.
HONORARY SECRETARY.—G. L. GOMME, F.S.A., Castelnaun, Barnes, S.W.

AUDITORS.—E. HAILSTONE, ESQ. F.8.A.
JOHN TOLHURST, ESQ.

BANKERS.—UNION BANK OF LONDON, CHARING CROSS BRANCH,
to whom all Subscriptions should be paid.

MEMBERS.

George H. Adshead, Esq., 9, Strawberry Terrace, Pendleton.

Major-General Stuart Allan; F.S.A.Scot. Shene Lodge, Richmond.

George L. Apperson, Esq., The Common, Wimbledon.

The Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, W.

Mrs. Arnott, 6, Freesland Road, Bromley, Kent.

Edward I. Aydon, Esq., St. John’s Chambers, Grainger Street West, Newcastle-
on-Tyne.

William E. A. Axon, Esq., Bank Cottage, Barton-on-Irwell,

James Backhouse, Esq., West Bank, York. )

Jonathan E. Backhouse, Esq., Bank, Darlington.

J. E. Bailey, Esq., F.8.A., Egerton Villa, Stretford, Manchester.






OFFICERS AND MEMBERS. 17

James H. Dormer, Esq., 48, Devonshire Street, Queen’s Square, W.C.
Sir William R. Drake, F.S.A., Oatlands Lodge, Weybridge (Treasurer).
J. Dalrymple Duncan, Esq., 225, West George Street, Glasgow.
John'M. Dunn, Esq., F.R.G.S., 30, Claverton Street, St. George’s Square, S.W.
E. D. Durrant, Esq., 90, High Street, Chelmsford.

Rev. T. F. Thiselton Dyer.

Charles W. Empson, Esq., 1, Southwood Terrace, Highgate, N.

John Evans, Esq., LL.D. F.R.S. V.P.S.A, Nash Mills, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
J. T. Godfrey Fawssett, Esq., Lichfield.

John Fenton, Esq., Elm Tree House, Hampstead.

John George Fenwick, Esq., Moorlands, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

David Fitzgerald, Esq., 3, Porten Road, Hammersmith, W.

Rev. F. G. Fleay, 33, Avondale Square, S.E.

Augustus W. Franks, Esq., M.A,, F.R.S,, Dir.S.A.

Edwin Freshfield, Esq., F.S.A., 5, Bank Buildings, E.C.

William Garnett, Esq., Quernmore Park, Lancaster.

The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P., Harley Street, W.

F. W. Goddard, Esq., Seymour Lodge, St. James’s Road, Brixton.
Frederick J. Gomme, Esq.

G. L. Gomme, Esq., F.S.A., Castelnan, Barnes, S.W. (Hon. Secretary).
The University Library, Gottingen.

Thomas B. Green, Esq., Summerstown, Oxford.

Rev. Walter Gregor, Pitsligo, Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire,

B. P. Grimsey, Esq., Stoke Lodge, Ipswich, Sutfolk.

Rev. A. B. Grosart, LL.D. F.S.A,, Park View, Blackburn, Lancashire.
Rev. T. R. Grundy, Elbury Lodge, Newton Abbot.

Arthur Gunn, Esq., Haverstock Hill, Hampstead.

Mrs, Gutch, Holgate Lodge, York.

Robert Guy, Esq., Ferncliff, Pollockshaws, near Glasgow.

Edward Hailstone, Esq., F.S.A., Walton Hall, Wakefield (Auditor).
John Hamer, Esq., Ladywell, Dartmouth Park Hill, N.

James Hardy, Esq., Oldcambus, Cockburnspath.

H. S. Harris, Esq., 26, Porchester Square, W.

Mrs, Harrison, Shirley House, The Avenue, Beckenham, Kent.

Fred. J. Harte, Esq., 3, Clifton Square, Lytham, Lancashire.

E. Sidney Hartlaund, Esq., 8, Brunswick Place, Swansea.

William Henderson, Esq., Ashford Court, Ludlow, Shropshire,

Henry Hill, Esq., F.S.A,, 2, Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.

Robert Holland, Esq., Norton Hill, Runcorn, Cheshire.

Robert Charles Hope, Esq., Peterhouse, Cambridge.

J. Devenish Hoppus, Esq., Church Cottage, Woburn Sands, Bedfordshire.
David Howard, Esq., Rectory Manor, Walthamstow, E.

H. E. Hubbart, Esq., 6, Thurland Street, Nottingham.
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James Earl Moreton, Esq., F.R.C.S., Tarvin, near Chester.

Rev. A. B. Morris, Keighley, Yorks.

Professor Max Miiller, M.A., Norham Gardens, Oxford.

James Napier, Esq., Maryfield, Bothwell.

The Lady Caroline Nevill.

The Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Robert Cradock Nichols, Esq., F.S.A., 5, Sussex Place, Hyde Park.
James Nicholson, Esq. Murton, Berwick-upon-Tweed.

“ Notes and Queries,” The Proprietor of.

Alfred Nutt, Esq., Rosendale Hall, Dulwich.

Frederic Ouvry, Esq., F.S.A., 12, Qneen Anne Street, Cavendish Square.
William L. Sharp Page, Esq., 4, Upton Vale Terrace, Torquay.
Cornelius Paiue, Esq., 9, Lewes Crescent, Kemp Town, Brighton.
Edward Palmer, Esq., 7, The Crescent, Tressilian Road, St. John’s Street.
George L. 1. Palmer, Esq., Trowbridge, Wilts.

M. Gaston Paris, Membre de 1’Institut, 7, Rue de Regard, Paris.

Rev. W. D. Parish, The Vicarage, Selmeston, Lewes.

W. Payne, Esq., Hatchlands, Cuckfield, Sussex.

Edward Peacock, Esq., F.S.A., Bottesford Manor, Brigg, Lincolnshire.
C. Pfoundes, Esq., Custom House, London.

John South Phillips, M.A., Barton Lodge, Bury St. Edmund’s.

Mrs. W. F. Phillpotts, 3, Gloucester Terrace, Campden Hill, W.
William Duncombe Pink, Esq., Leigh, Lancashire.

Mrs. Pollard, 5, Belsize Crescent, N.W.

Hon. Gerald Ponsonby, 64, Green Street, Grosvenor Square, W.

R. T. Porter, Esq., Raleigh, Beckenham, Kent.

D’Arcy Power, Esq., 37A, Great Cumberland Place, Hyde Park.

The Earl of Powis, 45, Berkeley Square, W.

Mrs. Priestley, 17, Hertford Street, Mayfair, W.

W.R. S. Ralston, Esq., M.A., 8, Alfred Place, Bedford Square.
Thomas Ratcliffe, Esq., Worksop.

Isaac J. Reeve, Esq., Newhaven, Sussex.

W. Napier Reeve, Esq., F.S.A., Leicester.

J. H. Rivett-Carnac, Esq., C.I.E, F.S.A,, M.R.A.S,, F.G.8., Ghazipiir, India.
Josiah Rose, Esq., Leigh, Lancashire.

Henry Ross, Esq., F.S.A., Chestham Park, Henfield, Sussex.

Rev. G. Stringer Rowe, Harrogate.

George Augustus Sala, Esq., Mecklenburg Square.

The Lady Salt, Maplewell, Loughborough.

Thomas Satchell, Esq., Downshire Hill House, Hampstead.

J. Ebenezer Saunders, Esq., F.S.A., F.L.S,, 9, Finshury Circus, E.C.
Rev. A. H. Sayce, Queen’s College, Oxford

George Scharf, Esq., F.S.A., National Portrait Gallery, South Kensington.
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ADDITIONAL LIST OF MEMBERS.

T. Adkins, Esq., Smethwick, near Birmingham.

J. B. Andrews, Esq., Villa Piganti, Mentone.

Edward W. Brabrook, Esq., F.S.A., 11, Limes Villas, Lewisham, S.E.

The Countess of Caledon.

Signor Comparetti, Florence.

Richard B. Cragg, Esq., Skipton.

Rev. Prebendary Davies, M.A., Moor Court, Kington, Herefordshire.

Ernest Foreman, Esq., 1, Gresham Villas, Stanstead Road, Forest Hill, S.E.

Colonel Francis Grant, 4, Fairholme Road, West Kensington, S.W.

J. Guerrin, Esq., Leelands, Trinity Road, Upper Tooting.

James E. A. Gwynne, F.S.A., 97, Harley Street, and Folkington Manor, Sussex.

Lord Hanmer, F.S.A., 59, Eaton Place, S.W., and Bettisfield Park, Whitchurch,
Salop.

Harvard College Library.

Dr. Reinhold Kéhler, Weimar.

Rev. W. E. Layton, Cranbourne, Windsor Forest.

Alexander Macmillan, Esq., Bedford Street, Covent Garden.

Manchester Free Library, King Street, Manchester.

E. Marston, Esq., Crown Buildings, Fleet Street.

Middlesbrough Free Library.

W. G. Palgrave, Esq.

Professor Z. Consiglieri Pedroso, Lisbon.

Plymouth Institution and Devon and Cornwall Nat. Hist. Society.

A rthur Porter, Esq., Brookhurst, South Norwood, Kent.

John Edward Price, Esq., F.S.A., M.R.S.L.,60, Albion Road, Stoke Newington, N.

C. Riestonigee, Esq., Ghazipur, India.

Miss Sandars, Lower Soughton, Northop, Flintshire.

Surgeon-Major Sartoris, Ghazipur, India.

Royal Library of Stockholm.

Lieutenant R. Carnac-Temple, India.

P. C. Wheeler, Esq., Bengal Civil Service, Ghazipur, India.

Sparks Henderson Williams, Esq., F.S.A., 5, Essex Court, Temple.

Sydney Williams, Esq., Henrietta Street, Covent Garden.

R. H. Wood Esq., F.S.A., F.R.G.S., Penrhos House, Rugby.

.












